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I.—ForeIan Poritics. 


Tae Burdwan Sanjivant [Burdwan] of the 16th February says that the guspway sansrvam, 
pie a people of this country have little concern with rev. 16n, 1900 
The Tibet Mienee. either the Tibet Mission or the Tibet Expedition, 
but what deeply concerns them is the enormous waste of their money which 
this Tibet affair is sure to occasion. Every Indian will, of course, loyally 
acquiesce In any action the Government may choose to take in regard to 
er, 
se % “The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 585m Visaxc 


17th February writes as follows :— ‘aan Pee, 


We regard the Russo-Japanese war as a Feb. 17th, 1904. 
calamity to Russia, and in case of defeat, to Japan also; but it may be a 
source of blessing to India, if it removes the oit-entertained wrong notion 
of the Government, that the Indians are partial to Russia. Much of India’s 
misfortunes may be ascribed to the want of Government’s confidence in the 
people, and it would really be an immense gain if the fact were brought 
home to the Government that the Indians really regard Russia with hatred. 

3. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th February writes as follows :— 

The real cause of the vast military prepara- 
tions, which are being made in connexion with , george 
the Tibet Mission, is to be found in Lord Lansdowne’s reply to the Russian =" ~ 
threat to send troops to Tibet for checking the advance of the British troops. 
His Lordship says, “If there were any activity on the part of Russia in the 
direction threatened, Great Britain would be obliged to reply by a display 
of activity exceeding that of Russia.” Again, His Lordship taunts Russia 
for objecting to the British advance into Tibet on a nage Mission, 
while she herself has been annexing dominions beyond her own frontier 
by means fair or foul, This is no doubt a good reply to Russia, but what. 
sort of justice and reasoning is it to say, “Because you have unjust] 
occupied one country, I shall do the same as regards another’? The fact 1s 
that the English will not brook the establishment of Russia’s influence in 
Tibet in any way. It would have been better if Lord Lansdowne-had said 
this plainly.. It is, however, to be greatly regretted that in this quarrel 
between two powerful nations, poor, weak Tibet is sure to be ruined. 
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IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


4. The Howrah Mitaishi [Howrah] of the 13th February says that the Howsan Urecuat, 


| | __ _ @ditor saw in Kalighat Road on the 10th January atic 
anttek ot Ghat ae. last, two Europeans dressed in ‘haki, accompanied 
soldiers in a railway train. by two native peons, belonging to the municipality 


_ and followed by a hackney carriage full of sundry 
articles, which were being forcibly taken from the shops on both sides, because 


they were exposed for sale either on the drain or on the road. One cannot 
but characterise this as a oer committed in broad daylight, 


On the 7th January last, a hundred disorderly and intoxicated European 


marines, belonging to the Royal Navy, while coming to Calcutta from the 
Baruipur side by train on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, began to snatch 


away from the vendors at every station, cigars, nuts, and other things, and 
grealty annoyed the passengers without any protest from their Commander ie 
or from the station staff. oe 

5. Lhe Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 16th February reports a nap wag agg 


. | , . Feb. 16th, 1904. 
ie eo tee ss dacoity at the house of Chintamoni Sadhukhan, 
Burdwan district, of Jamdo village under the Jamalpur police-station, 


Ch; | _ and says that the dacoits, who severely beat 
ee decamped unharmed with cash and jewellery worth about 


6. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore} of the 17th February repatte the pecangel sees shiek 


| | | a } Feb. 17th, 1904.: 
Dacoitics and thefis ‘in Midna. CCCUTTenCo of a dacoity at Natunbazar at the house 
pore. «Of, Babu Upendra Nath Maiti, ‘m.a.,.3.u., on the 


Nas _ Dight of the 12th February last, and of thefts at the 
ouses of Sumsul Alam and Babu Ashutosh Roy, of Khapril Bazar, on the 


( : 


Mupini Baspuar, 
Feb. 17th, 1904. 


Howran HI?PaIsnHi, 
Feb. 20th, 1904. 


RaTNakaB, 
Feb. 20th, 1904. 
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night of the 14th, attended with loss of ornaments to the value of Rs. 1,009 
to the latter. These and several ineffectual attempts at theft- have alarmed 
the well-to-do people, and they are advised to be on their guard as the police 
are unable to capture the thieves. 
7. The same paper notices the following cases of dacoity reported by 
Dacoities in Midnapore. correspond ent :— 


(1) On the 28th Magh last, a gang of 20 or 22 dacoits attacked the house 
of Sambhu Nath Mahari, and the neighbouring houses of Narain Khatua 
Ramanath Panda, and another, in village Agarpara, under the Naraingarh police. 
station. The dacoits overawed the assembled people and decamped with cash 
and ornaments to the value of about Rs. 3,500 before the police made their 
appearance. 

(2) The day after dacoits looted rice, potatoes, etc., from Hoti Narain 
Shaw’s shop at Gadalipur. ) 

(3) Another dacoity was committed on Ist Falgun at the house of Gurv- 
prasad Shaw in Fandaria village, The whole of his moveable property was 
carried off and the man wounded. : 

(4) On the 2nd Falgun, dacoits looted some brass utensils from the house 
of Naran Mahana, of Gadalipur, who was also beaten. 


8. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah) of the 20th February has the 
ides i i ak following: -- : 
— The grog-shop at the crossing of the Talbandh 
| Road and the road between Pantihal and Shiva- 
nanda Bati, within the jurisdiction of the Jagatballavpur police-station, is a 
resort of low-class men, who, under the influence of liqour, are in the habit 
of molesting the passers-by, especially the females. As the shop is situated 
at a distance from human habitation, no help can be expected by any person 
who may happen to be maltreated by these drunken rowdies. It would be 
well if the authorities ordered the removal of the shop near other shops at 
the Pantihal Adz. . : 
9. The Ratnakar | Assansol] of the 20th February says that goods are 
Theft of coode from railway ‘rown down from running trains by a gang of 
trains. ’ eee robbers at some fixed points between the Rani- 
| ganj and Durgapur stations and kept concealed 
till disposed of by the gang. These robbers are being secretly supported by 
local people, some of whom are reputed to be respectable. 


10. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 20th February publishes the following 
petition :—- 

' Oppressed in various ways by Mr. M. 8. 
Croft (?), the manager of the estate of Mr. Gregson, the zamindar of fuths 
Sikarpur within the Meherpur subdivision of the Nadia district, the inhabitants 
of the Pragpur, Dadmadaha, Gomrha, Goalgram, Madhugarhi, Sihala, Bilgatua, 
Magsrampur, Gorhaipara, Jaypur, Natun Pakurhia, Raghunathpur, Ramnagar, 
Betbarhia, Rukunpur, Gachherdiarh, Bhurka, Jayrampur, Dolua, and many other 
villages within the Kushtia and Meherpur subdivisions of the district, made 
many petitions to the Subdivisional Magistrates, the District Collector, the 
District Superintendent of Police, and the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division, and in the enquiries which followed more than a thousand gave 
evidence of oppressions committed, but all to no effect. The oppressions 
complained of may be enumerated as follows :— 


_ (1) Mr. Croft has made. arbitrary enhancements of rents payable for 
various kinds of tenures. : . 
: Ba, Mr. Croft forcibly realises rents for even rent-free and brahmottar 
an s,. . 

(3) Mr. Croft forcibly dispossesses tenants of lands which are formed in 
psa holdings by process of alluvial deposit having been previously washed 
away. | 7 | 
' (4) Mr. Croft has dispossessed the raiyats of the tenures which they have 
in the khas mahal. er eer 

(5) The rent of chur land has been increased from Re. 1] to Rs. 2 oF 
Rs, 2-4 per bigha. 7 7 e 
: (6) The raiyats have to pay eztra at the rate of As. 3 or As. 4 per rupee 
of rent. 2. 


A petition. 


\ , 


( 1 ) 

(7) The zamindar’s kuthis have pounds in them, If any one desires to 
impound & stray domestic animal for doing harm to his crops, he must take it at 
his own expense to one of these pounds. F'nes are realised for the stray cattle 
thus impounded at the rate of Re. 1 per cow, Ks. 2 per buffalo, Re. 1 per 
horse, and As, 4 per kid or sheep. Be 

g) Fowls, kids, etc,, are taken away but no price is paid. for them. 

(9) Bamboo, straw, jute, etc., are forcibly taken away, and if any one asks 
for their price he is beaten. __ oF 

(10) Fines are unjustly imposed and realised by selling domestic animals. 

(11) The saheb’s men force large quantities of paddy, pease, etc., 
upon the raiyats; but what the former say to be 1 maund never exceeds 30. 
seers. ‘These are afterwards realised at the rate of 25 maunds per maund lent, 
or even more. If any one desires to pay in cash, he has to pay four times the 
value of the thing. © : 

(12) The raiyats have to sell the produce of their fields to Mr. Croft, 
selling to outsiders being strictly prohibited. The sahed stipulates to pay 
As. 8 per maund of wheat, pease, etc., and Re. 1 per maund of linseed,’ but to 
realise the price the raiyats have to bribe his officers, 

(13) Carters and labourers are forced to work degar. 

(14) The saheb’s peons realise Re. 1 or Rs. 2 from every raiyat in whose 
house they are quartered. | ee ate os 

(15) lf any one complains to Mr. Croft of oppressions committed by his 
men, he beats and sends him away unheard. 

(16) An annual tax of As. 6 is realised per head of cattle on the grouud 
that they roam on the roads and uncultivated lands. 


Guru BranMma Ray. 
Nagar CHanp Biswas. 
KrisHNA CHANDRA SARKAR. 
Cuaru CHANDRA SARKAR. 
Sri Ram Biswas. 

GopaL Biswas. | 

Davutat ManpAu, 


ABDUL ZUBBAB BISWAS. 
The 8th February 1904. : 


‘Ll. The Barisal Hitaishi (Backergunge} of the 20th February reports the 
| theft, slaughter and skinning of a cow in the 


Theft and slaughter of cows in village Chandrahar under Gtournadi police- 


_ certain villages in the Backergunge : ° fs 
—" ia station, and says that there is great uneasiness 


among. the people inasmuch as such thefts are of 

frequent occurrence. The District Superintendent of Polico is requested to 

give the matter his attention, and to employ detectives if the local police 
should fail to trace the ruffians, \ : : 

12. The Hitavaréa [Calcutta] of the 21st February says that on the 

Pig Pang ares occasion of Chaukia Devi’s fair in Jaunpur, which 

Ps a Devis fair in is held every Monday, the visitors to the temple of 

_ the Devi are in various ways ill-treated by its 

pandas and the shopkeepers, etc. The place, too, being in a very insanitary 

condition on account of the neglect of the local municipal authorities, cholera 

and other epidemic diseases very often break out there. 


13. A correspondent of the Mihar [Contai] of the 23rd chy ry reports 
ji. 


the presence of a tiger in the jungles of Hijli. It has 


cca tise in the Hijti jungles in yp to the present killed some 8 or 10 cows and 


roams freely even during the day. The authorities. 


are requested ‘to take steps to kill it. 


* 


: 


Alleged oppressions of the Salt 
Police at Coatai. 


Contai subdivision at the intolerable oppressions of 
the Salt Police. Their spies manage to conceal salt or 
the appliances for its manufacture in some house, 
and after a harassing prosecution get innocent people fined. They do all 


14. ‘The same paper reports the prevalence of great dissatisfaction in the 


- Barceax Hrrarsny, 
Feb. 20th, 1905. 


Hrr, VARTA, 
Feb. Z1st, 1904, 


NrHaRn, 
Feb 23rd, 1904. 


\ NIB. B. 
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this because they are entitled to a portion of the fines realised. The Salt 
Police have grown 80 bold and accustomed to this state of things that they do not 
even hesitate to harass people beyond their jurisdiction. Two such cases endin 

in the conviction of the Salt Police, are cited. Even this has not been able to 
check their oppressions, and an opportunity of profit is seldom overlooked. 


The Salt Inspector should keep a sharp eye on his subordinates. | 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


15. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 13th February publishes the 
following from a correspondent :— 


Allegations against the Sub- The jatra and kabi' parties and other entertain- 


Kegistrar of Jagatballavpur in the 
Howrah district. 


: ballavpur, were held in the premises of the Syb- 
Registry Ofce on the 17th December last, and, what 1s worse, the cost of 
these was improperly realised from those who came to register documents, 
against their will, not excepting even respectable gentlemen. The registration 
authorities are requested to enquire into the matter and bring the Sub-Registrar 
to his senses. 


(d)— Education. 


16. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Hazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
, | 17th February writes as follows:— 
The Viceroy’s Convocation speech. 
none else had done before. As Chancellor of the Calcutta University he has 
for six consecutive years made speeches at the annual Convocation of the 
University—a thing that is really unprecedented. Everything is unique about 
Lord Curzon. His speeches are without a parallel, and his intelligence, calm- 
ness, and achievements are all quite uncommon. We wish His Excellency 
a long life and pray that he may continue to be our Viceroy all his life, makin 
Convocation speeches, carrying out reforms, and guiding us with his pe 
counsel. | 
The speech which Lord Curzon made at the last Convocation, standing 

on the cremation ground of the old Senate, delivered, as it was, in his natural, 
solemn tone indicative of royal majesty, astonished or surprised nobody. 
Nor did the hopes of educational reform held out by His Excellency elate 
anybody with joy. Lord Curzon is still young in years. He may be intelli- 
gent, he may be acute, he may be an uncommon politician ; but he could not, 
with all his efforts, get rid of the levity, due to the immaturity of his age, 
which marred his speech and prevented him in some places from maintaining 
the gravity worthy of a statesman. pues | 

_ His Excellency had nothing to say against either the old Senate or the 
old University, except this, that the incessant work which the Senate had 
been doing, without a respite, for the last fifty years, had made. its machinery 


rusty and obsolete, so much so, indeed, that in many cases.its usefulness had. 


been scarcely perceptible. It, therefore, appeared absolutely necessary to 
His Lordship that the old Senate should be demolished and a new one should 
be raised in its place. Extremely courteous language this! But does not 
His Excellency’s praise of the old Senate amount to a statement like this—‘I 


am saying nothing in your disparagement, You are, in fact, a very good 


man. But you are extremely idle, you are a worthless man, you are devoid 

of sense of duty, and you are grossly stupid’? | | 
_ Perhaps.Lord Curzon thinks the people of this country to be perfectly 
stupid. He is attempting to do what he sees, by his political far-sightedness, to 
be for the good of the country. But the people of the!country do not see his 
motive and blame the Government for its acts. He said:—‘‘ There are always 
e 


persons on these occasions who deprecate. this necessary and business- 


proceeding, because it involves a shock to some interests or some prospective 
risk, even some positive change. .We however, on whose shoulders the re- 
sponsibility has been laid, cannot afford to be deterred by these pleas.” But 
His Excellency may, if he likes, pay no heed to popular agitation, because the 
present Government is daily drawing a broad line of demarcation between the 


interests of zamindars and the interests of raiyats. ' But does His Excellency take. 


\ a 
“h. : iy 


i 


ments, organised by the Sub-Registrar of Jagat- 


Praised be Lord Curzon. He has done what 


{ 
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the people of this country to be so stupid as not to be able to see what is to their 
‘nterest and what is not? The truth is that the doings and the manners of 
the Government have convinced the people that it pays no need to popular 
representation, but is undertaking various reforms solely for the sake of its 
own administrative conveulence. ) 

His Excellency is not only a good speaker but also a great political 
prophet! He said:—‘‘There are always some persons who cavil at the very 
reform which they are one day destined to applaud.” So His Excellency 
is not apprehensive of the least dissatisfaction with or disparagement of his 
proposed reform. ) 


His Excellency then went on :—“ But this class is, on the whole, a small- 


one; and I prefer rather to turn to the far wider section of the communi 
with wliom it has been my good fortune to come into contact, who have 

~ yealised the educational degeneration of their country and have realised 

that unless Govcrnment interferes, there will be no setting matters right 

at all.” : 

It is a matter of extreme regret that Lord Curzon did not give out the 


names of these sincere and sympathetic men, who pose as the patrons and 


friends of the country. His Excellency might as well have omitted any 
mention of the opposition, since it is so small and insignificant. 

The truth is that as the high position of the Viceroy exempts him from 
the necessity of giving any explanation for his utterances to anybody, he can 
say anything that pleases him without paying any heed to the full significance 
of his utterances. 

Addressing the graduates, Lord Curzon said that the object of Government 
was to make the University more substantial; that a University was a place 
where all knowledge is taught by the best teachers; that there are no boundaries 
of the domain of knowledge, and that a constant extension of this domain is 
the highest duty of a University. His Excellency added that an ideal 
University should be amply and even richly housed and should be well 
equipped; that in these conditions, it would soon create an atmosphere of 
intellectual refinement and culture, and would be a place for the dissemination 
of knowledge and the encouragement of learning. 

We do not know what there may be in Lord Curzon’s mind. It will, 
of course, be admitted by all that the present University has many defects 
and stands in need of reform. That the new University will undertake high 
education on its own account is, no doubt, a matter of great gratification. 
But what is the necessity of making so much hurry for the spread of high 
education in a country where lower education is spreading itself only with 
a faint speed? We fear, also, that the new laws, rules, and regulations, etc., 
which Government is making on the plea of encouraging high education 
will have the quite contrary effect. India has always been a worshipper 
of knowledge and learning. It will pain her extremely if any obstacles are 
thrown in the path of the acquisition of knowledge. We say, therefore, let 


there be reform, but let no obstacles be thrown in the path of the acquisition 
of knowledge. eee 


17. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 18th February ublishes the 


* * e®,82 e 4 . 
ene ene a Mong vr oon fuilowing criticism of Lord Curzon’s ast Convoca 
speech. tion speech — ! 


The speech is full of self-conceit. 


Is THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL A FARCE ? 


His Excellency said: ‘I also occupy the still more unique position of the 
last Chancellor of an old régime, addressing the last Senate and the last 
Syndicate of an era that is about to disappear.” But in another place he 
said that the Universities Bill “is now before the Select Committee of the 
Legislative Council, and in what form it may ultimately emerge I cannot tell.” 
How did he then proclaim the disappearance of the present University and 


the advent of anew one? The matter then comes to this, that Lord Curzon 


can do anything he likes and that there is essentially no necessity for the 


Legistative Council. 


[ 


SANJIVASI, 
Feb, 18th, 1906. 
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Lorp CURZON IS NOT AN EXECUTIONER. 


“There may be some who think,” said His Excellency, “that they age 
in the Vice-Chancellor and myself the chief executioners . . . . , , 
But I can assure this Convocation, on behalf of my Hon’ble colleague as wel] 
as for myself, that we entertain no such feelings. . . . . . « . The 
instruments of the sentence hold in their hand not the executioner’s axe, 
but the phial that contains the elixir of a new and happy resurrection.” We 
have coaally and diligently perused the Universities Bill, but nowhere in it 
have we met with “the elixir of a new and happy resurrection.” In the 
. Bill Government has been vested with supreme power over the University, 
Ever since the foundation of the University Government has been holding 
sway over it. If the University has done nothing good so long, where is the 
hope that it will do so in future? It is through the fault of the Government 
that unworthy men have been made members of the Senate. Who can say 
that the same will not be done in future ? 


Tae OBJECT OF THE UNIVERSITIES BIL. 


“It is because we want to make the University,” said His Excellency, 
‘something better and more substantial, better than a mere shell with no 
kernel inside it, and more substantial than a name, that we have undertaken 
these reforms. What ought the ideal University to be in India, as elsewhere? 
As the name implies, it ought to be a place where all knowledge is taught by 
the best teachers to all who seek to acquire it, where the knowledge so taught 
is turned to good purposes, and where its boundaries are receiving a constant 
extension.” In the present Indian Universities, too, knowledge has been 
recelving a constant extension, and it would have received a wider extension 
if it had been taught “by the best teachers.” Has Governmant so long tried 
to employ “the best teachers”? Will not Government employ other than 
“the best teachers” after the passing of the Bill? ‘Will none but Cayleys, 
Lord Kelvins, and Gardiners become professors in India? Only low-class 
professors are now recruited in England to serve in Indian colleges. If 
Government had so long employed only “‘the best teachers” for its colleges, 
the domain of knowledge would have been much extended and knowledge itself 
turned to good purposes without there having occurred any necessity for 
passing a Universities Bill. | 

His Excellency says, ‘“‘the ideal University that we are contemplating 
should be centrally situated; it should be amply and even nobly housed ; it 

-Bhould be well equipped, and it should be handsomely endowed. In these 
conditions it would soon create an atmosphere of intellectual refinement and 
culture, a moral quality and influence would spring within it, and traditions 

reverence would grow up like creepers around its walls. Thus you see 
that the ideal University would consist of two aspects, etc., etc.” With due 
deference, we ask His Excellency if all this has not been done for want of an 
Universities Act. Will the deseo objects be gained by the passing of the 
Universities Bill ? : 3 

, His Lordship says that “if we go on as we are now doing, education in 
this country, instead of becoming higher, must become lower; and that the 
best education will continue, as now, to be the monopoly of the few, instead of 


\ 


being increasingly diffused among the classes who are worthy of it,’ But the 
Universities Commission said :— 

‘We shall perhaps be told that in attempting to indicate how the standard 
may be raised, we have framed proposals which may result in the withdrawal 
of some of the opportunities now offered to students in India, Under the 
system we advocate, the expense of college education will in many cases 
incre@sed, and it may be argued that,the measures which we propose will have 
the incidental effect of narrowing, the popular basis of the higher education. 
To this argument we reply that in all matters relating to the higher education, 
efficiency must be the first and the paramount consideration. It is better for 
India that a comparatively small number of young men should receives soun 
liberal education than that a large number should be passed through an 
inadequate course of instruction, leading to a depreciated degree.” _ | 


\ : | | ees 
' ’ 
| 
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Thus the law, which is calculated to circumscribe the sphere of higher 
education, has been designated by Lord Curzon as being able to widen it. Is 
+ not the object of the Bill to circumscribe the sphere of higher education ? 
It is said that a certain gentleman has, in a letter written by him, said, 
“Dr. Gurudas Banerji holds a brief for his unworthy client, the Bengali 
student, whom it is our desire politely to suppress.” So that is it not the 
object of the Bill politely to suppress the Bengali student ? 

18. A correspondent : the same paper makes the following com- 

aints :— 
: (1) The literature paper at the last Upper 
Primary examination in the Rajshahi Division was 
extremely hard. The result of this has been. an extraordinarily large per- 
centage of failures, only 969 candidates having passed that examination out of a 
total of about 2,000. , 

(2) Though the middle vernacular and upper primary schools commence 
their session from the latter part of November or the beginning of December, 
the results, of boys, who appear at the Lower Primary examination from those 
schools, are not published till the month of April of the following year, 
although the examination is held in the previous November. Boys who are 
successful at the Lower Primary examination cannot, therefore, join their new 
classes before the session is half over. ‘I'he consequence is that they have to 
continue in the same class for another year, The District Boards should be 
made to publish the results of the Lower Primary examination earlier, so as to 
remove this source of loss of time to the boys. | 

(3) Authors of text-books appointed for the several examinations take a 
long time to publish their books. This delay has been found on man 
occusions to be due to the fact that the author does not publish his book so long 
as a key to his book written by some relative of his is not ready. The 
vernacular literature book by Pandit Prasanna Chandra Vidyaratna was 


Some complaints in connection 
with educational matters. 


appointed as a text-book for the Upper Primary examination of the Rajshahi — 


Division, for the year 1905, in the beginning of November last. But the book 
was not available to the public before the 15th January. | | 

(4) Though the price of the vernacular literature book for the Middle 
Vernacular examination of the Rajshahi Division has been fixed at six annas, 
the text-book appointed for the year 1905 was priced eight annas. Last year, 
Babu Isan Chandra Ghosh’s Sisupathya Bangale Itthas was at first priced four 
annas and many boys lost one anna each by its purchase. 


Another trick of the authors is to make alterations in their books in every 


edition, so as to compel boys to purchase every edition of their books. It is 


for the Director of Public Instruction to decide whether alterations in the 
editions passed by the Text-book Committee are allowable. 

(5) That edition of a book which is submitted for approval is generally 
got up very nicely, but the nicety of get-up is not kept up in later editions. 
All publishers and authors from Messrs. Macmillan & Co. to all classes of 
native publishers and authors are guilty of this fault. 


(6) The discontinuance of the practice of sending authorised lists of 


text-books to mufassal schools is causing serious inconvenience. 
19. Referring to Lord Curzon’s last Convocation speech, the Hitavadi 


Lord Curzon’s last Convocation ' ; 
speech. OWS: — 
a If all that Lord Curzon says is given effect to, 
no cause of grievance or — can remain. But we have learnt to 


discriminate between good and evil, and distinguish a real thing from a false 


imitation. Are we to blame if we do not sing Lord Curzon’s praise for giving us 


an imitation diamond for a real one. It will not do to get angry if we are not 
coaxed and deceived merely by sweet orations and high-sounding speeches. 
Why do not His Excellency’s professions and practice go hand-in-hand? 
Where is room for the hope held out in connection with the Official ‘Secrets 
Bill or the Universities Kill? Was language created for concealing men’s 
thoughts ? Even after the rebuke which we have received from His Excellency 
We are constrained to say that the Universities Bill, as it is, would circumscribe 
the sphere of education in the country and make it too costly for poor Indians. 
The Indians will not be deceived by mere empty words. Let te 
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undertake works such as will do real good to the country, and his praise will be 
sung by everyone of them. 

20. Referring to Lord Curzon’s Convocation speech, the Samay [Caleutta) 

: of the 19th February writes as follows :— 

May we enquire about the object of this annual 
gathering ? Lord Curzon hes evidently abandoned 
the old practice of offering advice to the young graduates. He availed himself 
of the opportunity to defend and extol his own actions and indulge in vanity, 
Instead of containing a single observation on the attainment of one’s ideal in 
the struggle for existence, the speech is full of praises of the new system about 
to be introduced and of condemnation of the existing one. We do not 
admit that high education has never existed in this country. There are 
many people—the products of the existing system—who are not inferior to men 
educated in Europe. Nobody will be deceived by His Excellency’s stigma. 
tising the opponents of the Universities Bill as insignificant. The ideal set 
before us is no doubt desirable, but the method proposed for its attainment is 
laughable. Apparently the ideal, it is presumed, will be attained by bringing 
the educational system under Government control, and what the uncivilized 
and ignorant natives of the country are expected to do is to follow in the 
footsteps of Government officials, all of whom, it would seem, possess uncommon 
ability and a monopoly of learning-and character. We shall be deeply grateful 
to the Viceroy if, leaving aside all such philanthropy, he will only mind his 
own business. : : 

21. The Mahima [Calcutta] of the 19th February, in the course of its 

remarks on the Viceroy’s Convocation speech, 
Lord Ourzon’s Convocation writes as follows:— 
— The Viceroy in praising the supporters of the 
‘Universities Bill said that they formed a very large body. ‘This, however, 
we know to be contrary to fact, as is evidenced by the universal protest against . 
the Bill. The supporters of the Viceroy are mostly sycophants, favour-seekers, 
or servants of the Government. Lord Curzon has described the reform 
proposals as ‘‘the elixir of a new resurrection,” but we think otherwise. It is 
a mistake on the Viceroy’s part to suppose that no measure, emanating from 
himself, can be injurious, and that he is infallible, It has yet to be seen 
whether reforms condemned by the Calcutta, the Bombay, and the Madras 
University will prove to be the “ elixir of a new resurrection.” There would 
have been no widespread opposition had the scope of the Universities been 
enlarged without revolutionising their constitution and without converting them 
into departments of the Government. It is difficult to reconcile the Viceroy’s 
praise of the solid work done by the Calcutta University with the disparaging 
remarks that follow. ‘The increase of litigation, crime, and untruthfulness 
among the people does not point to the “raising of the standards of national 
morals,” but is ct the baneful effect of Western civilization. In no civilised 
country is the expenditure on education so low as in India. We do not expect 
that Lord Curzon’s grand idea of a University ‘ more substantial than a name” 
and “ better than a mere shell with no kernel inside” will be realised by 
the present scheme of reform. His speech has pained us more than it has 
pleased us. ) | 

22. The Mie + ie [Calcutta] of the 19th February writes as 
} ollows :— | 
ain Viewey's Convoontion Where is the avenue of employment for th 
| hundreds of youths who received their diplomas 
last year after a course of hard study and at so much cost? Mere fine 
precepts do not satisfy hunger. Gifted with a powerful eloquence, Lord Curzon 
would fain persuade educated Indians of the benefits that would follow from | 
his proposed reform scheme. So, it appears that all the mighty protests 
against the Universities Bill are to no purpose. The man of action will go 

on with his projects in spite of opposition. | - | 

23. The basumati | Calcutta] of the 20th February has the inllowing 

To provide for foreign asses, the Central Text- 
Book Committee has without the least hesitation 
| introduced into our vernacular schools unreadable 
text-books like Messrs. Longmans & Co.’s vernacular readers, which are 


Lord | Curzon’s Convocation 
speech. 


Messrs. Lon and Co.'s 
vernacular peg Ny 
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calculated to do our boys the greatest harm. To judge cf the quality of 
these books, it is only necessary to quote from them a few Bengali passages. 


On opening the first standard, we came across the passage “@ atgapice fF 
eicg were Berq’?” We failed to make anything out of the sentence, when 


our eye lighted upon the English sentence of which this is a translation, and 
that is, ‘‘ Must the man go to the pit ?” 
The next sentence in Bengali we met with was “ atatq coice aan wife 


ofonice as SATA ane @ ecaq feed site!’ We have never heard of ‘a 
fea ever getting into anybody’s eye.’ Again, is it Bengali to say “ atatq 
crortt & as ACT Ace ?” People who translate the Gospels in Bengali, write 
far better Bengali than this. We can tolerate “ =tqqj @ $ce wa Atif, coiqa 
a ats, Steial ate 1” as the Bengali equivalent of ‘‘We are in hut. Are you? 
fThey are not.” But ‘‘ fear {ase were TIAA ose ‘ont’ sea cafeatien ” is 
quite intolerable. So much for the first standard, ; 

In the second standard, we meet with the passage—“ atatq 4 Etta fe Str 
seni afeca afe ata Curcs CBIiCS afte?” ‘Phe next specimen of Bengali is 
still more wonderful. The English passage—“ There is a deep stream on the 
way from the hill” has been translated into “@ ete etcse aifagta aiwin GBB 
sel ‘cats’ site|” The next specimen of Bengali is ‘‘ @e, ‘ *faetq ama’ 
capstfsyce ofa fotatfen 5” Again, ‘‘ I shall lose my place if I do not go” 
has been rendered into “afq oify al ate Stel etry Aina Cwxlag aatee.” Is 
“Cpzty” a ‘top’ or a ‘ sweetmeat’ or something else? | 

What does c4 stand for in the passage—“ ag gon fe area faaq! ‘cH’ 
Sons cafes oa al, etaeacds zeafns crftcs aati”? Does it stand for 
the publisher, who can see nothing but bags of money? Has anybody ever 
seen such an appropriate use of ‘ 44%’ as is made of the word in the passage— 
“mift afrnty ofq Sai xfxal afece cos] sa ‘ate’ SH dota aces atfea fry” ? 
The passage “But it has not hit the frog” has been translated into “cH (afte 
fon) @ cosbrs aifacs ter NEI” The passage—“‘ es) Faceq ets ese 
“iecqaq Coal Bice” reminds one of the phrase “ catdta hecaa ae” (a golden 
stone cup). be | | 

Can anybody make anything of the passage—“‘ et careq ataia fe fare ? 
Us aa esd! Sifal Atety sfam cre: ”? What the author intends by this 
passage is to make the boys understand that ‘ sugar-cane tastes sweet.’ In the 
passage “Oifqy ARCATA CHAITA ACas coven carta fearcna was Vics, crftaify,”’ 
the nominative ‘‘ =yfq” has been placed at Darjeeling and its verb ‘ crftaifk’’ 
at Setubandha Rameswar! It will be impossible for even the grandparents 
of boys to make out what sort of an article the “‘ @aqjceq +9,” mentioned in 
the passage “ gry asPl SiTICea TH CH,” is. 


Both books are full, from beginning to end, of specimens of such Bengal 
and of innumerable spelling mistakes. Yet these are the books which our boys 
must be made to read, or their schools will lose the privilege of sending up 


pupils for the scholarship examinations, their teachers will be liable to give an 
explanation, and many other consequences, known only to the god of learning 
presiding over the Education Department, namely, the Hon’ble Mr. Pedler, 
will follow. The boys are made to read these books simply and solely because 
the authorities want to put some money into the siikets of the English 
publishers. Indeed, the way in which the educational authorities, for the 
sake of showing fayour to their kith and kin, are ruining the lives of our 
boys, is enough to make people wish to allow their boys to grow up illiterate 
rather than receive education through the medium of books like these. We 
do not know what oppression means; if the forcible introduction of such worth- 
less books in our schools is not called oppression. Would it not have been 
possible to get good school-books written by able and experienced writers for 
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a proper remuneration? The selection of the above two school-books shows 
how arbitrarily a man can act when he has no sense of responsibility. 

24. The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 20th February says that trom 

; __ -his Convocation speech Lord Curzon appears to be 

Lord Carson's Convocation determined to carry out the proposed reform of 

ree the Indian Universities. It is, therefore, useless 

for the Indians to oppose the reform. His Excellency’s sole motive ig to do 
good to the Indians, and it is expected that his reform will bear good fruit in 
the future. ) Poe Se ee ae ae 


25. The Aitavarta (Calcutta) of the 21st February pe that Mr. Pedler’s 
new scheme of vernacular education has intro. 

Mr Pedler’s vernacular. educa- duced, for the first time in the history of India 
tion scheme. : ; “reg 
education, two new things, namely, (1) the Kinder. 

garten system, (2: the system of allowing only a selected number of 
candidates from each school to compete for the vernacular stipends. But it 
is still unknown to the public what benefit they may possibly derive from 


the Kindergarten system. It is looked upon rather as a sort of obstacle in the 


path of vernacular education, It is not also known whether candidates who 
are plucked in the scholarship examinations and those that are not sent up to 
them will be given any certificates or not. Government wants to narrow 
the path of higher education, and Mr. Pedler wants to stop vernacular 
education. aie 


26. Acorrespondent of the Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 21st February 

refers to. the practice on the part of some authors 
of getting only a few copies of text-books well 
printed for approval of the Text-Book Committee, leaving the rest to be 
indifferently printed, once the books are approved by the Committee. The 
trick of pasting a slip over the space where the price is indicated in order to 
charge an enhanced price, is not uncommon, and the correspondent was, in 
one instance, charged one anna more over the fixed price for one book and 


_ Price of text-books. 


half-anna more for another, because they were taken without the keys, the 


explanation offered being that no commissiow was allowed by the author. 


— (e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


27. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s orders closing the Durga ur 


| burial ground, the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta | of 
the Dingiyee Soe ene: thas 19th February writes as follows im 


We believe that.the Lieutenant-Governor has issued the orders about the 


Durgapur burial ground, which has been in existence for the last 60 or 70 


years, without going into the whole matter. The burial ground has a history 
of its own, and the (Calcutta Corporation decided that there was no necessity 
for its closure, Will not the Lieutenant-Governor enquire into the question 
and remove the complaints of the Durgapur Muhammadans, who can use 
no other burial ground now? | - 


x 
\ 


28. Referring to the Government order prohibiting the further use of the 
Durgapur burial ground, near Calcutta, for the 
purpose of burying dead bodies, the Hstavaas 
[Calcutta] of the 19th February says ‘that the meeting of the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration held on the 11th November last decided that it was not necessary to close 
the burial ground. It was also held in a decision given by the Alipore Munsif’s 
Court that the ground was really a burial-ground. In spite of all this, His 
Honour has issued the above order evidently to please the European residents 
of Alipore. How often are justice and religion trampled under foot in this 
unfortunate land for the sake of colour! 
29. The Howrah. Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 20th February says that 
: _. the insanitary condition of Bali is due to the 
haypnitary condition of Bali, in Howerful stench which emanates from the bone mills 
ee + a pe pea of ag Khal and ~ e i . 
atter, which is or drivki urposes, bei lluted and discoloure 
by the foul water discharged from Re least centages Ry ee 


The Durgapur burial ground. 
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30. The Bangavast See of the 20th Februar writes :—  §—°. Baoavasr, 
_.. The Committee, which is sitting to consider  ?e>. #th, 19%. 


The Calcutta Improvement the question of removing the congestion of the 
Scheme. busiees by the construction of broad streets, should 
let the public know the result of their deliberations and how the cost is to 
be met before work is commenced, The rate-payers, too, should express their 
views to the authorities. Calcutta, it seems, will-be converted into a paradise 
after the accomplishment of the pro sed improvements. The poor are not 
certainly fit to live there, and they only want to know theresults of the Commit- 
toe’s deliberations, in order to be able to shift for themselves in time. 


(g)—Ratlways and communications. including canals and trrigation. 


81. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 16th Bonpwan Sansivam, 
February prays the railway authorities to remove Feb '6th, 1904. 
the serious inconvenience of passengers owing to : 
the absence of a platform at the Waria station. , 

82. A correspondent of the Sri Srt Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika x $x Visarc 

[Calcutta] of the 17th February prays the Lieuten-  asxpa Base 

ant-Governor to improve the ecndition of the river pe, 17th, 1 
Bhairab, as it is silting up and the sanitary condi- 


A railway com plaint. 


Improvement of the Bhairab 


river in Jessore. 17th, 1904. 


tion of the villages on both banks of it is becoming worse in consequence. 
- 33. The Pallivasi | Kalna] of the )7th February refers to the serious in- 


Discontinuance of the Goalundo 
mixed train and congestion of 
trafic on the Eastern Bengal State 


convenience which has been caused to passengers 
by the discontinuance of the up and down mixed 
trains between Goalundo and Calcutta. There was 


Railway. a very large passenger traffic on the occasion of the 


lute mela at N avadwipa, and as many as 20 people had to be accommodated in 


each compartment. ‘The greatest difficulty is experienced by females in get- 


ting into railway carriages, and they are sometimes obliged to bribe the police 
constables in order to be permitted to do so. Such a state of things ona 
State Railway is really shameful. — : 


34. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th February says that in connection 
with the theft of ghee-from the Howrah railway 
station, the police has detected a number of bud- 
| mashes and recovered a few stolen canisters contain- 
ing that article. The result of the investigation is not at all satisfactory, 
because it is firmly believed that railway servants are implicated in the case, 
and so long as they are not traced and punished, the evil will continue. 
35. The same paper publishes the following railway complaints:— | 

(1) Babu Mohini Mohan Chaudhuri, No. 214, 
Bangal Bazar, Students Mess, Dacca town, says that 
on the night of the 21st January last, the guard of the train which was running 


Theft of ghee from the Howrah 
railway station. os 


kailway complaints. | 


PaLLIVasi. 
Feb. 17th, 1904. 


HITAVADI, 
Feb. 19th, 190 


HITAVAD!, 


from Dacca to Narayanganj realised Re. 1 from one Kamal Mohan Mistri, an in- - 


habitant of the Bejerhati village, in the Dacca district, on the charge of having 
broken a glass-pane in the carriage he was travelling in, although it was after- 


vee found by every one in the carriage that no glass-pane had actually been 
roken. - | 


(2) Babu Gagan Chandra Dhar, Golaghat Post Office, Sibsagar, Domdoma, 
says that onthe 21st January last, one of his mahajans sent a consignment of 


Tice in his name from the Brahmanbaria station to the Tinsukia station on the 


Assam-Bengal Railway. But the consignment is missing. Letters have been 
written to the Traffic Manager of the line and the station-master of Tinsukia, 
and even a telegram has been seut to the latter, but to no effect. The corre- 
—— hasa contract with the Assam Frontier Company to supply rice to 
the Talap tea-garden, He has suffered great loss for not being able to give 
delivery of the consignment to the tea-garden within the first week of the 


Current month. Ona previous occasion he received a Gonsignmeut of two 


waggon-loads of rice, but each bag of the consignment was found short by two 
to six seers. 


A correspondent complains of ‘the want of a Hindu refreshment stall 


(3 
and a BES: for the supply of drinking water at the Rampur Hat Station on 


the East Indian Railway. 


\ 
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HITAVADI. 


Feb, 19th, 1904. 


CHINSUBA 


VaRTAVAHY, 
Feb. 2)s¢, 1904. 


Farrpeur Hirat.- 


SHIN, 
Feb. 18th, 1904. 
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(4) The ordinary inter-class return fare from the Krishnanagar to the 


Dum-Dum Junction station on the Eastern Bengal State Kailway is Rs. 2.1.9. 


But recently the booking-clerk of the latter station took Rs. 2-3-9 for an 
ordinary inter-class return ticket from Dum-Dum Junction to Krishnanagar, 
The fare was not written on the ticket. ‘ " 

“6, Acorrespondent of the same paper urges the authorities to lose no 

time in undertaking the excavation of a canal for 
4 The 5% Pa excavation of & the drainage of the Beel Chalan. The cost of the 
ee rae work may be afterwards realised from the local 
people. The measure is calculated to do immense good to that part of the 
country by reclaiming the beel for cultivation and pasturage. The following 
proposals are made in this connection :— 

(1) The work should be taken in hand from the commencement of the 
year 1904, : 

(2) On the commencement of the work Government should, at its own 
expense, appoint one or two of the applicant raiyats to do the work of supervi- 
sion. | 

18) No properties, moveable or immoveable, belonging to the raiyats 
should be put up for sale for arrears of rent or in satisfaction of any other debt 
so long as the work is not finished. : 

(4) No subscriptions should be raised from zamindars in aid of the work, 
The whole cost should at first be borne by Government and afterwards realised 
from the raiyats concerned in six years, but the zamindars should not be 
entrusted with the duty of realisation. oe 

(;) The raiyats sould be empowered to keep an account of the charge 
daily incurred on account of the drainage works. | 

(6) The canal should run from the Kundail village at the month of the 
Bisani river to Matiadaha, and not from the old mouth of the Kachhikata, 
because there is the danger of the latter being silted u 


(7) One or two of the applicant raiyats should be appointed members 
of the Drainage Committee. : 


(8) The final decision about the proposed canal should be published in the 
Hitavadi for the information of the local people. _ 7 : 
387. The Chinsura Va~tavaha [Chinsura| of the 21st lebruary writes :— 
eo a phe iaaggy om that = oreeee of 
: new station, Naidanga, onl ds trains W 
| rest my — stop at the Hooghly ype ve “é This arrangement, 
if the rumour proves true, will cause great incon- 
venience to the people of Hooghly and the neighbourhood whoa almost 
equally distant from Naldanga and Chinsura. No mail train stops at 
Hooghly, though it is the head-quarters of the Hooghly district, and though the 
mmissioner’s office, the College, and the Courts are all situated in it, 
Nobody will benefit by mail trains stopping at Naldanga, which, it. is reported, 
will be named Bandel Junction. If this leads to the obliteration of the historic 
name of Hooghly, the arrangement will not certainly be desirable, 


(4)— General, 


\ 


38. The Faridpur say [Faridpur]of the 12th February writes as 
The ; ollows :— a 
ike cancel neneanah Simla and Darjeeling have all along been the 
resorts of European officials for health, sport,and luxurious living. And it now 
appears that Assam has been specially marked off as a field for the display of 
arbitrariness on the part of Englishmen. Lord Curzon, who is the representa- 
tive of His Majesty the King-Emperor and loves. the people, has desired to 
a that province b transferring to it Dacca, Mymensingh, Chittagong; 
Noakhali, Barisal, and Farid pur. oe 
What is there to fear? After some days more Bengal will be turned into 
Assam and Calcutta into Simla. Since the days of Sir Barnes Peacock the 
“tky of the Civil Courts have been gradually dwindling. Under the present 
Chief Justice, Sir Francis Maclean, the executive has curbed the powers of the 
judiciary. oe von 
Assam is now the realm of Feringis or Europeans. In Calcutta white men 
are fined Rs: 5 for killing natiyes, There is generally. no such annoyance 12 


\ \ , 
\ \ 
: . ; \ . 
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Assam. There people fear to complain against sahebs for fear of section 211 
of the Indian Penal Code ms 

The proposed transfer of Dacca, Mymensigh, Chittagong, etc, to Assam 
would enlarge the sphere of the arbitrariness of the officials and their desire to 
spend money as they please. Wealth will be accumulated on one side and 
pe off on the other. How long will it take to dry up the tank? National 
disunion will result, and mental powers and powers arising from the posses- 
sion of wealth will become weakened day by 

Who can say whether the Government of India will not incur the displea- 
sure of the public by disregarding their just protest ? De 

The present Viceroy hus been disregarding the just rights and privileges of 
the Indian subject. He has frightened us by frequently giving indulgence to 
the white oppressors of black men. : 

India has remained under British rule for one and-a-half century. Many 
representatives of the Crown have struck at the faith and respect which Indians 
bore towards the British Government in the times of Lord Cornwallis, Lord 
William Bentinck, and Lord Ripon. But the stream of their loyalty still flowed. 
Last year they showed it in abundance in England, in Delhi, and Calcutta, and 
even in every mufassal town and village in connection with the celebration of 
the Coronation of the King-Emperor. It is Lye a the sight and knowledge 
of these that have made the current of Lord Curzon’s arbitrariness flow so 
powerfully. We do not believe that its result will be good. | 

39, The same paper observes in reference to its remarks on “official 


A contradiotion. gulm on @ zamindar of Rajshahi” (para. 29, Report 


is not true. Consequently, for the information of the public, we completely 
withdraw our former statement. : | 

40. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 15th February has the following 

“ An open letter” to the Viceroy. un 208 Eoghah columns ;— | 
WELCOME. 


- We welcome thee, O Lord Curzon, as the Chief Representative in the East 
of His Imperial Majesty, Edward VII, with folded hands and bended knees. 


The Hindus look up to the Sovereign as the embodiment of the Eight Deities — 


here below and as next in rank to the Father of the Universe. The intensity 


of their loyalty can better be imagined than described, and knowing Your 
Lordship as one of the cleverest and profoundest of living statesmen, as well as 


a great acholar possessing rare virtues both of the head and heart, we have 


every reason to hope that Your Lordship will take the will for the deed and 


excuse the poorness of our reception by a beneficent sympatby with our 
depressed condition owing to circumstances too well known to Your Lordship to 
need recapitulation here. The present is the third viceregal visit to these 
districts since the beginning of the British rule in India, and it is no exaggera- 


tion to bring to Your Lordship’s notice that but for the gloom now overspread- 


ing the country, there would have been such an outbrust of joyous loyalty on the 
occasion of Your aagyesese. auspicious visit to the ancient capital of ‘ East 


Bengal as to have produced pleasurable surprise to’all concerned. We 


welcome Your Lordship with all the warmth of our sunny land and humbly wish 


Your Lordship a pleasant journey through the districts and a delightful voyage 


to the great metropolis (Calcutta), where, with renewed health and vigour : Your 
Lordship is expected to bring to a satisfactory end important measures 
calculated to accomplish immense good to the people and, at the same time, 
shed eternal lustre on the already world-wide fame of Lord Curzon of 
Kedleston, Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 


\ My Lord,—As Your Excellency will visit this town shortl and before. our 


hext issue is out,\we venture to take the liberty of addressing this open letter to 
Your | Lordship, welcoming Your Excellency as the august representative of | 


our beloved Emperor. On the ogcasion of: Your Lordship’s visit to this historic 
town, which has been for centuries the capital of East Bengal, we have no doubt 


all the important public bodies will present Your Lordship addresses of welcome 


aring upon them the official ‘‘imprimateur ” and couched in language attended 
_ With all the formalities and reserve inseparable from such documents, and Your 
Lordship must try in vain to ascertain from them fully the popular local views 
On the ‘all-important question of the day, so far as we are concerned,—THE 


\ aan 


| on Native Papers for 19th, December 1903) that 
the authorities have, after careful enquiry, come to learn that what we wrote — 


FaRIDPUR 
HITAIsHIMI. 


\ 
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PROPOSED PARTITION OF BencaL. We have always admired Your Lordship’, 
frankness of speech, whether speaking from your seat in the Supreme Council - 
or in addressing the Chiefs or the people of India. We cannot account for 
Your. Excellency’s visit on the present occasion except for the purpose of 
personally gauging the feeling of the people on the proposed transfer of some 
of the Bengal districts to Assam. A statesman of Your Lordship’s pre-eminence, 
brought up in the free atmosphere of English politics, cannot afford to be 
ess of the people’s voice ina question which concerns them the most. 
Your Excellency has always been anxious to focus public opinion on all 
important measures adopted during your Viceroyalty, and you haye always 
allowed wide latitude of discussion. ey } 
__ In the following paragraphs we propose submitting to your Lordship in 
lain language the popular version of the question mentioned above, and we 
oe that this plainness of language will appeal to Your Lordship the’ more 
strongly. | 
‘ss Press, both Anglo-Indian and Indian, has disapproved of the proposed 
measure in one voice in the most unambiguous language. We regret to find 
that it has been the fashion in some official quarters to cry down popular 
agitation as “artificial” or ‘‘ interested.” It is scarcely necessary to point out. 
that there cannot possibly be any force in the country which may succeed in 
securing the absolute monopoly of the Anglo-Indian and Indian Press alike, 
excepting the omnipotent influence of public opinion. : 


Our Prescriptive Brirtaricsr. 


My Lord, we, both Hindus and Muhammadans, who live in that part of 
India in which the Bengali Janguage is written and spoken, are called Bengalis. 
We have been from time immemorial allowed the privilege of remaining united 
together under the Muhammadan and the British Governments, not to speak of 
the Hindu reign. When the seat of Government was in Vikrampur during the 
Hindu period, when the seat: of Government was in Dacca or Murshidabad 
under the Muhammadans, and when the seat of Government was removed to 

Calcutta under the British rule, our rights and privileges remained united 
together under the. Bengal administration, were never questioned and made a 
subject for discussion. Even Sir Stafford Northcote in 1868, while proposing 
the reduction of the territorial jurisdiction of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, did not think of partitioning Bengal proper but advised the separation 
of Assam and Orissa, the two subsequent adjuncts to Bengal proper, evidently 
having due regard to the birthright of the Bengalis. Your Excellency’s 
Government have recognized the prescriptive right of a century of the “— 
speaking peoples for remaining under the Government of Bengal. We, 
H titi trust that Your Exeellency’s Government will take into consideration 


the presciptive right of the Bengalis for about ten centuries to be far stronger 
than that of the Uryia-speaking peoples. | 


-Socrat Rieuts anp PRrvi.ecss. 


: My Lord, it is superfluous for us to say that it is the most valued right of 
every society writing and speaking the same language, professing the same 
religion, and owing the same origin.to be under the same administration. This 
right was recognized in all ages and in all countries in the world and by the 
Hindu, Muhammadan, and British Governments in Bengal. Your Excellency’s 
Government have most graciously recognized even the right of the long separ- 
ated Uryia peoples of Madras and the Gentral Provinces to be united together 
with the Uriya people of Bengal under one administration, as:‘they did not like 

_ that their limbs should remain separated from the main body. - My lord, we 

ewant nothing more than that the same principle should apply @ fortiori in our 

case. The is of East Bengal are so linked together by social ties with 

_ their brethren of West Bengal that their sudden disruption is considered a dire 

calamity to them, and in their consternation the Maharsies Rajas, Nawabs, 
Khan Bahadurs, Rai Bahadurs and all the élite of the Hindu and Muhan- 
‘madan educated men of the whole Province have joined together to wait upo® 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, to pray to him to give due 
consideration. to this matter of vital importance in recommending the redistri-. 

_ bution of His Honour’s territovial jurisdiction. It is needless to say that 

administrative separation works most injuriously in social matters. 


\ 


\ 
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4 


Tre LEGISLATIVE Cc UNCIL. 


Your Excellency’s well-known sympathy for the people of India and en- 
‘husiastic admiration for their past g orious achievements in the domains of art, 
architecture and literature, kindled a hope in the breasts of the unhappy‘millions 
of India that @ new era was opening for them, that henceforth strict impartiality 
in the administration of justice, leniency in fiscal administration, liberality in 
political questions and sympathy with the people in their just aspirations would 
he the watchwords of the Government of India. In certain respecta their hopes 
have been, to a certain extent, realised. But they are grieved to tell Your Excell- 
ency that they find your Government committed to a policy which sounds the 
deathknell to all hopes in the political field. They feel themselves justified in re- 
garding the partition scheme as one of the most prominent of these measures of 
the present Government which are eminently calculated to smother the aspirations 
of the people, to curtail their rights and liberties, and to bring discord and dis- 
content where formerly peace and harmony reigned. | 

The valued privilege of electing members to represent popular interests in 
' the Local. and Tainertal Councils has not been obtained without a long and 
jetermined constitutional struggle on the part of the people of India, The 
anlightened people of Dacca have not been the least conspicuous among ‘those 
stubborn fighters whose efforts have contributed to this happy result.. Your 
Excellency can gauge the depth of this despair when they find themselves about 
to be deprived of the fruits of half a century’s continuous effort and agitation. 
The system of administration prevalent in Assam is only suited to the needs of 
the semi-civilized and other primitive. population who inhabit that backward 
province. The rough and ready methods adopted by the rulers there are good 
enough for people still delighting in their primitive simplicity; they are, how- 
ever, simply revolting to the enlightened population of Dacca, priding in their 
brilliant traditions of the past, no less than in their present achievements and 
who have taken part in political questions and controversies with a zeal and 
earnestness not surpassed by any other part of Bengal. It would be a grievous 
error for your Government to regard us as in any way inferior to the people of 
any other Bengal district. Your Excellency is a lover of the ancient history of 
India; the annals of Dacca, whether under Hindu or Muhammadan rule, are sure 
to be an interesting study for you. It was for a long time the capital of Bengal 
both in the Hindu and the Muhammadan times, and its social, and intellectual 
supremacy in the past remains almost unimpaired to this day. It will be an 
evil day indeed for us when we shall find ourselves placed under an absolutely 
despotic administration, whose actions will never be allowed to be subjected | 
to criticism. Your Excellency has always been ready to admire outspoken 
frankness in the members of your Council when it has been dictated by an 
honest sense of duty. It is now admitted by the most conservative among the 
officials of India that the introduction of the elective system has been fruitful 
of beneficent results both to gauge with accuracy popular views and sentiments 
on public matters. The people of India, on thé other hand, have had the satis- 
faction of knowing that their just greivances are being laid before their rulers 
with ability and eloquence, It has introduced that element of openness in 
legislative and Budget discussions which is always an effective safeguard against 
official vagaries and idiosyncrasies as well as against secret discontent tending. 
to find vent in sudden and violent explosions, 


_ Liberty of the Press would become a thing of the past without representa- 
tion in the Council where official members may be met face to face by Indian 
elected members, the exponents of popular views as enunciated in the Press. 
Nothing would be more contrary to the principles of British rule than: the pro- 
mulgation of any measure which is calculated to lessen the value and the influ- 
ence of the Press. But apart from the question of the liberty of the Press, upon 
broad grounds of policy and administrative convenience, the introduction of any 
measure which excludes the popular element from the Councils of Government 
_ cannot but be a source of great difficulty to the Government and constant irrita- 

ion and misunderstanding to the people. The Administration of Assam ‘will 
find great difficulty in grasping and mastering the complicated and intricate 
land tenure system of Bengal. In the) legislative work-of the newly-added 
districts they will necestarily start with @ priori theories derived from their 
| . | \ aes ) \ 
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acquaintance with the far simpler and radically different land system prevailin 
in Assam. The legislative enactments of the new Province, lacking the help of 
local talents, must necessarily be totally unsuited to the requirements of there 
districts and may prove to be totally destructive of the edifice of land and 
revenue system which has been carefully built up by successive administrators 
with rky dorg of popular representatives. In order to show that this is no vain. 
fear, we need only draw Your Excellency’s attention to the case of Sylhet, a 
anently-settled district and formerly a part of Bengal, where Regulations 
ave been passed which are subversive of the principles of permanent settlement. 
We feel certain that these Regulations would not have been passed there, at 
least in their present shape, had there been any Legislative Council there with 
elected members. The necessary and inevitable effect of the transfer will be 
the passing of retrograde enactments in order to bring the different parts of the 
Province, as far as possible, to one level. The interests of the Bw will be 
subordinated to the official desire for gongs fe We do not wish to cast any — 

aspersion upon the Assam officials; we do not doubt they try to do justice to 
the people placed under their rule, Atthesame time, we cannot help expressing 
our clear and emphatic opinion that when the popular voice cannot be made 
heard, officials, like other ordinary mortals, will be guided more by motives of 
expediency than by a determination to grapple with intricate questions in the 

interest of the people. 


GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL REJECTED BY ALL. 


It is a significant fact that the zamindars of East Bengal who, as a rule, do 
not take active h pri in political agitations have thrown off their usual reserve 
and joined solid the present movement. This is as it should be; for, should the 
proposal be carried into effect, it is the zamindars who will suffer the most. 


~ They have greater interests at stake in the present movement than the middle 


class gentry. It is an open secret that some of our present-day officials do not 
at all approve of the action of Lord Cornwallis in granting Permanent Settle- 
ment to the Bengal zamindars, and they are now at their wit’s end to find out 
means to nullify, as far us possible, the beneficial effects of that grand scheme. 
But the fixity of the revenue was guaranteed by pledge so solemn and by terms 
so explicit that even the daring Indian officials find it impossible to tamper with 
it, and so they have to take recourse to indirect means for the attainment of 
their object. We need hardly recapitulate them here. When such things are 
possible in Bengal with its Legislative Council, in the teeth of strong oppositiun, 
there are sure to be a cropful of similar measures as soon as they are placed 
under the paternal care of the Assam Government which will, constituted as it 
is, ‘never tolerate, at least will not care to pay any heed to, the prattlings of its 
spoiled, unruly, adopted children from Bengal. Such being the case, it is to be 
noted that the zamindars have been moved in the matter more by the instinct 
of self-preservation than by any abstract ideas of politics. We will, Sir, with 
_ your permission, draw Your Lordship’s pointed attention to this phase of the 
present agitation. We may say, without any fear of contradiction, that all the 
zamindars of the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions are, without a single exception, 
opposed to the scheme propounded by Mr. Risley. In short, he has not got a 
single supporter of the scheme among the people to be affected by it. 


SENTIMENTAL FEELINGS. 


My Lord,—The news of the proposal to transfer some of the Eastern districts 
of Bengal to Assam, namely, the Dacca and the Chittagong Divisions, has fallen 
like a bolt from the blue. The people thereof are simply stupefied at the sudden- 
ness of the blow. They could never persuade themselves to believe that @ 
Government over which Your Lordship has the proud privilege to preside would 
ever seriously countenance a revolutionary proposal like the one under discus- 

sion. But the common saying that truth is stranger than fiction has been once 
again verified by the present action of the India Government. Mr. Risley, in 
his letter announcing the proposal, has tried to meet some of the arguments 
against it by anticipation. This is all good. We wish he had met all the 
arguments in the same way. But when he comes to consider the feelings of 
the people, the guiding principle of all human actions, he finds it convenient to \ 


( 260 ) 


make light of them. Pray why? Are sentimental feelings to be trifled with ? 
Anybody who has studied human character to any advantage, and nobody has 
done it better than Your Lordship, knows that sentiment plays an important 

art in determining the course of all human actions—in short, it is the 
sentiment that rules the world. Many a revolution has its origin in sentimental 
feelings, as history testifies. When the Barons of England exacted the 
great Magna Charta, the great birthright of every free-born Briton, from the 
unwilling hands of King John, we need hardly say, Sir, it was sentimental feel- 
ings more than anything else that goaded them on to that extreme. Need we 
remind you, My Lord, it was the same sentimental feeling that impelled 
thousands and thousands of Englishmen, the cream of the nation, to seek refuge 
in the forests of America, leaving their hearth and home in England, their dear 
native land which, in the language of the poet, with all its faults they still loved 
the most. The present home-rule agitation in Ireland, your native land, is 
based solely and purely upon sentimental feeling. A creature dead to senti- 
mental feelings is an object of pity to his fellow-creatures—nay, it is the 
sentiment that differentiates human beings from brute creatures. Is this 
important factor to be then made light of ? He must bea very bold statesman 
in England who would dare propose any readjustment of the boundaries of an 
English county or shire for mere administrative proposes, Imagine, My Lord, 
for a moment what a fervour of feelings there would be should a Minister in 
office propose to transfer some of the bordering counties of England to Scotland 
or Wales, because the latter is too small to form an independent province with 
a “self-contained” service. We challenge our rulers out here to name a single 
statesman in England, not even Mr. Chamberlain excepted, who will be bold 
enough to place such a proposal before the British electors. If such be the case 
in England, is it not the height of folly to try to do anything of the kind in 
India, the people whereof are notoriously impregnated with conservative 
ideas? Nobody bas a better knowledge of oriental character {than Your 
Excellency, and, under the circumstances, it is only natural to expect you to know 
that sentiment rules supreme with us, Call it by any. name it pleases you, 
sentimentalism, conservatism, nervousness, etc., we will only cry, with the frog 
in the fable, what is sport to you is death to us. | 


THE REASON WHY. 


My Lord, the main object in view for the formulation of the proposal is — 
stated to be to lighten the excessive burden of Bengal. The proposal has 


caused an unprecedented commotion among the people to be affected thereby. 
The feelings of alarm and dismay with which the people has received it, will, 
we have no doubt, go a great way to impress Your Lordship’s mind with a sense 
of the onerous responsibility attaching to the final decision of the question, and 


your present advent amongst us, in the midst of many other momentous engage- 


ments elsewhere, affecting the weal and ‘woe of the whole country placed under 


your charge by Providence, is a proof positive of the same. ‘This augurs well. 


for us. 


Mr. Risley has very rightly enunciated in his letter that “ the true criterion - 
of territorial jurisdiction should be sought not in the race but in the language,” - 


but it is a pity that he should have clean forgotten this first principle when 
formulating his scheme of relief to Bengal. And as its result, the so-called 
remedy is found to be worse than the malady. Mr. Risley’s scheme, if given 
effect to, will, instead of bringing in relief to Bengal, create new complications 
necessitating the adoption of drastic measures in the near future, thereby making 
the lot of the governors and the governed more and more miserable. ‘The 
language criterion is the most potential onein a matter of territorial adjustment 
and it is very rightly and properly proposed to be followed in the case o 
Orissa. Why is the same principle not to be followed in the case of the Hindi- 
king people of Bihar? The principle which advocates the resumption of 
njam and Sambalpur by Bengal foudls calls for the restoration of Bihar to 
the North-Western Provinces, the ichabitants whereof are identical in race, 


religion, andlanguage. Geugraphically, Bihar proper belongs more. legitimately. 


to the North-Western Provinces than to Bengal, and its absorption in Bengal is 
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both arbitrary and fictitious. | Itthus satisfies all the qualifications for administra- 
tive connection with North-Western Provinces. Will your Lordship kindly age 
why the pruning knife is not being applied in that direction? It must be a cruel 
irony of fate that whilo the bewailings of the Uriya-speaking people find g 
4 thetic response from the India Government, those of the other people 
similiarly situated fall flat on them, Verily what is sauce for the gander is not 
sauce for the goose. 

_ The bleeding operation of separating a limb from the body and the 
excruciating pains attendiog it aro such as to make even the surgeon hesitate 
twice before attempting it and is adopted only as a last resort. e hope and 
pray Your Lordship’s Government will try first the other remedies suggested 
above and, failing them, have resort to the crucial one of rendering Bengal, as 
its result, a permanent cripple, bidding adieu to all hopes of further advance- 
ment of its people in the scale of civilisation. 


THe ApDDREss IMBROGLIO. 


Tho less said with reference to the above matter, the better it is for the 
official party. It is perhaps not generally known that by a strange irony of 
fate the offices of the Chairman and Vice-chairman of the Dacca Board come to 
be occupied by two gentlemen who happen to adorn, like twin brothers, the 
said two offices of the Dacca conge orem too. ‘The District Magistrate is the 
Chairman and Khajeh Mahomed Yousuff, a distinguished member of the Nawab. 
family, the Vice-Chairman. After this explanation, one need not wonder that 
a joint address from these bodies was resolved upon. After due formality a 
special sub-committee was formed with the following members :— 


(1) Mr. J. T, Rankin,—Chairman of the District Board as well as of the 
Municipality. | 
(2) Khajeh M. Yousuff,—Vice-Chairman of both the bodies. A member 
of the Nawab.famliy. : 
(3) Special Sub-Registrar,—A Mahammadan official, not belonging to 
the district. ee : , } eee 
(4) Personal Assistant to the Commissioner of the Division.—An official 
' not belonging to the district. | 
(5) Roy Bahadur Askhoy Kumar Sen,—An ez-official and nominated — 
member of both the bodies. 7 
(6) Khajeh Mahamed Musa,—An elected Municipal Commissioner and 
member of the Nawab family. 
(7) Babu Ananda Chandra Chakravarti,—An elected member of the 
District Board. | see 
(8) ~~ —_—— Kumar Ghose,—An elected member of the District 
oard. | 
(9) Babu Sarat Chandra Chakravartii—An elected member of the 
Municipality and also of the District Board. ; 


It will thus appear, Sir, the personnel of the sub-committee left no room. 
for doubt as to the final issue of their labours. Apprehending some untoward 


wesult, the members representing the popular party waited upon the Magistrate 
and gave him to understand in unequivocal terms that they would be the last 


rsons to import unpleasantness in the address matter, and to secure that, they 
umbly suggested the omission of the transfer question from the address. The 
Magistrate assured them he would make the address unobjectionable in every 
way. 
ee will allow the members concerned to speak their own story of the 
matter :-— 


** We have already submitted our letter of vangnation as members of the Dacca District 
Board, briefly stating some of the reasons just so far as it was within the scope of that letter, 


| ey why we adopted that course, but as it is highly regret table that there should be any 
eren 


ce of opinion about the contents of the address of welcome to the Viceroy, we feel . 
bound to place before the publio all that we did in order to avoid any disagreement ‘and the 
ciroumstanoes which left us no option in the matter. \ , 


“ At the meeting of the Commissioners of the Municipality for nominating, besides five 


‘members common to the District Board and the Municipality, two members from the Munici- 


pality to the joint sub-committee for preparing the address, names of ¢wo\commissioners were 


\ | : { 


t oF }. 


sed by one of us, Baku Sarat Chancra Cl:ckravertoi (als a Municiyal Commissioner)» 
Ratatat Meh omed Yousuff, a relation of the Nawab Bahadur, proposed two members—one a 
relation of the Nawab Bahadur end the other Personal Assistant to the Commissioner.’ It 
was next suggested by Sarat Babu that one from each of the two acts might be. nomina ted, 
but that also was not accepted and Khajeh Mabomed’s nomination was carried. From this 
anxiety in securing Official and Nawab’s partisans on the sub-committee, we suspected the 
address might advocate the alternative proposal placed before us by the Nawab Bahadur 
some time ago. We therefore interviewed the gr ea next morning (5th February) 
and told him that, having regard to the proceedings o the municipal meeting stated above, 
we thought it desirable to inform him that the a dress shculd be in such terms that we 
might all join in it to weloome His Excellency which we were so anxious to do, and we 
gave him to underst and that we could on no account agree to any proposal of dividing the 
Bengali speaking people, and if such a proposal be incorporated in the address, then having 
regard to our views and those of our constituents we could not help resigning our place, 
on the Board; and we further suggested that if the question of partition couid not be 
introduced in the address without offering an alternative proposal, we would rather omit 
all mention of the partition and added that it was just proper to avoid all controversiat 
matters from an address of welcome. The Magistrate said that he would put the matter 
in a form acceptable to us all. : 

We met at Sub-Committee in the afternoon and the Magistrate plaedc before us a draft 
address, in which the alternative proposal was made of constituting a new province 
comprising large portions of East Bengal and Assam. We again suggested if the partition 
question could not be referred to without making an alternative proposal, the question of 
partition might be dropped altogether. This discussion kept us engaged for two hours 
and the meeting adjourned to the next day, when discussion continued three hours. There 
also we repeate our suggestion in various shapes and entreated the Magistrate to avoid 


unpleasantness regarding the address and thus afford the Board as a body an opportunity © 


of doing them the rare honour of welcoming the Viceroy. | 

All this only led to certain alterations, but the Magistrate could not agree to give up 
the alternative proposal or accept our suggestion of adding a proviso of “keeping the 
unity of the Bengales-speaking people intact.” | 

In course of discussion the Personal Assistant to the Commissioner also observed that 
as some members disagreed tu the alternative proposal, that might be omitted to have the. 
address unanimously adopted. Rai Akboy Kumar Sen, Bahadur, also said something in 
support of the same, but the Magistrate said the alternative proposal could nct be left 
out. Thereupon we entered our protest, and the Magistrate asked the Personal Assistant 
to the Commissioner to note our dissent, . 

Before leaving the meeting we gave the Magistrate clearly to understand that under 
the circumstances we were bound to keep our hands free as to resigning our place on the 
Board, and on further consideration we would deside whether we ought to sever our con- 
nection with the Board. Thereafter on full consideration we tendered onr resignation on 
the 8th February. | | : 

nee (Sd.) Ananpa Cuanpra CBAKRAVARGI.- 
(Sd.) Monenpra Kumar GuHoss. 
(St.) Sarat Ca. CHAKRAVARTLZ 


) 


The 14th February 1904. 


True to their word, they have resigned their seats, and have since been 
followed by some five elected members. From the above narrative, it will 


appear, the people’s representatives had done their humble best to avoid. 


unpleasantness in this particular matter, but the official rty was determined 
to bring about a rupture. Now it remains with you, Sir, to do your part. 


The question is, should Your Excellency condescend to receive an address 


of welcome from a body divided among themegelves as to the form it should 
take? Whatever line of policy may be adopted, the fact remains that our 
august Emperor’s representative goes without an address of welcome. from 
the people in general, and which omission nobody will more sincerely regret 
than the proverbially loyal peoples of Dacca. i 7 
41. The same paper contains a poem welcoming Lord Curzon to Dacca 
and exhorting imh to abandon the proposal of 
transfer. 
42. The same paper publishes the following in its English colawns :— 


A poem. 


The vi f Ce ae : ; , 
official on the partition cnagact Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal, thus 


writes on the partition question :— | 
__I wrote on the subject of partition of Bengal in 1897, and the note 
contained my prediction about Dacca and Mymensingh. . Je 
,L observed: ‘It is curious how we overlook obvious considerations in| 
deciding questions of importance. I believe it has been resolved that the 
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Chittagong Division shall form part of the province of Assam, and 1 have no 
doubt that Dacca and Mymensingh will soon follow. But Mymensingh 
Dacca, Tippera, Noakhali, and Chittagong and the districts on the west of the 
Megna and the Brabmaputra, all speak a common language and all hold a 
common religion; nature says they must not be separated, but the Goverp. 
ment wishes to divide a people essentially united—a people united in language 
and literature, in religion and customs,” 

Language as well as religion is the great bond of union, and political, 
reasons must never be permitted to override natural tendencies. Arrange. 
ments which do not coincide with natural arrangements will sooner or later 
have to be broken up and to give place to arrangements which have the 
element of stability. Instead of breaking up Bengal, the Chief Commissioner. 
ship of Assam should be abolished, where there 1s no common language and 
no literature and where the Bengali language may fitly and can easily take 
its place as the common language of speech and literature, 

This arrangement will make the Lower Provinces unwieldy and we must 
therefore detach Bihar and elevate it to the rank of an independent province 
along with Chota Nagpur. The Government of India says: ‘“ Proposals to 
take away Bihar have been put forward in former days, but are not now likely 
to be revived.” It is not in this off-hand way that the territorial distribution 
of India is to be settled. The languages spoken in Bihar and Bengal are 
different and the character in which the national speech is written is different 
in Bihar from Bengal. Does the Government believe the people of Bihur 
will ever become fused with the people of Bengal? If it does not, why does 
it persist in koeping under a single administration two peoples so essentially 
different ? : 

True statesmanship demands that Assam should be merged in Bengal, 
adu Bihar and Chota Nagpur should form’ an independent province with the 
addition of the permanently settled districts of the North-West Provinces. 
The British Government, though it repudiates the charge, refuses to remove 
the substratum of truth which makes the charge plausible, that it acts on the 
principle of ‘‘ divide and rule.” Such a thoroughly homogeneous people as 
those of Orissa are placed partly under Madras and partly within the Lower 
Provinces. Bibar and Chota Nagpur are joined to the Bengali-speaking — 
districts instead of to the United Provinces. The Hindi will never give way 
to the Bengali language, and arrangements which join together people who 
can never coalesce will ultimately have to be altered or get themselves — 
altered. Bihar and Chota Nagpur must be raised to a separate province 
with the eastern districts, of the United Provinces; Orissa is small and should 
be joined to the Central Provinces—the Uriyas came by way of Nagpur, their 
caste system is allied to the north-west, they are more akin tothe Aryans of 
Upper India than to Bengeli Aryans, and their unities to Nagpur are stronger 
than to Bengal. oe 

There are languages which must have to give way, in the course of 
natural selection, to more developed and more powerful Beles but the 
British Government allows every tribe to indulge in a false sense of self- 
importance and is creating, under a mistaken conception of justice, future 
occasions for trouble. Assam should be annexed to Bengal; the people have 
no history and no traditions and are but just emerging from barbarism. 


_ They have no literature and have no language common to the many tribes 


of which Assam is composed and the Bengali language is sure to become, 
with the Hinduization of the people now going on, the language of Assam 
in the not very distant future. My contention is that it is absolutely wrong 
to divide an essentially united people like the Bengalis, ‘and it is equally 
wrong to place under a single administration two peoples so essentially 
different as the people of Bihar and the people of Bengal. Aszam, and 
Bengal should fourm a single administration and Bihar and Chota Nagpur 
should form an independent province with the eastern and permanently 
settled districts of the United Provinces unless the Govérnment desires that no 
province should ever develop into a homogeneous and united le. 8 
438, The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the.16th F ebruary says that the 
Lord Curson’s ensuing visit to ‘utherities at Mymensingh having refused to — 
| g visit to . = , 
Mymensingh town. . : accommodate more than 200 people in the recep- 
| tion pandal erected for the purpose of presenting 


’ \ 
\ \ ; 
" ‘ 


addresses to Lord Curzon at the town, the Bengal Government was peti- 
tioned in the matter. The latter increased. the number to 500, although the 
andil could easily hold 750 people. This has been a groat disappointment 
* the local people. What is the cause of making the number so small? It 
-. said that the authorities fered that Mymensingh people weuld not show 
roper respect and honour to His Excellency. We reject the rumour, says the 
i. om with conteropt as untrue and barbarous. His Excellency will see that 
the Mymensingh people give lace to none in loyalty and devotion to His 
Majesty’s representative in ndia. They are not uneducated fools. The 
prospect of His Excellency’s visit has filled their hearts with joy, and men ere 
running from all directions to catch a glimpse of his face. _ 

The Divisional Commissioner has expressed dissatisfaction at the prospect 
of a large gathering in the town on the ensuing occasion. — He does not also 
desire that men should stick mottoes on their doors protesting against the pro- 

sed partition. How will His Excellency be able to know the minds of 40 
akhs of people from the few men who will be sent to the Darbar by the 
officials? If adresses presented by the District Board and the M unici lit 
could convey public feeling and thought, there was no necessity of His Excel- 
lency’s making a journey to the town for knowing them. 

44, ‘I'he same paper writes as follows: — ae 

: Lord Curzon isa an antiquarian. The histor 
the proposed 4f Dacca and Mymensingh is not unknown to him. 
' He has shed tears over the remains of past glory 
in India, and made arrangements for their preservation. He will therefore 
never be able to seo unmoved the demolition of the vast and exalted edifice of 
education and civilisation which has been reared in Bengal by centuries of 
toil and labour, Standing at the junction of hope and fear, we pray with 
joind hands—‘ Kind-hearted Lord Curzon, do not cast a blemish on your 
NAME by separating the Bengalis.” 
45. ‘the same paper publishes brief accounts of protest meetings held 


at four places, 
Protest meetings. ~—s , 


Lord Curzon and 
‘transfer. 


46. A-correspondent of the same paper says that it has been proposcd 
to create a new district with the Tangail and 
Jamalpur subdivisions of the Mymensingh district, 
| and speculations are going on as to where its head- 
quarters will be established. The idea of cstablishing it at Sarishabarhi has been 
abandoned. it ought not to be established at any place north of Sarishabarhi, 
because that would make the head-quarters difficult of access to the inhabitants 
of the northern part of the proposed district. ‘That place near the Navagram 


The creation of a new district 
in Mymensingh, 


village which is bounded on three sides by the Atai river is best suited for the 


purpose, The place is healthy and has an ample supply of good drinking-water. 
It is equally distant from the extremities of the Jamalpur and T'angail sub- 
divisions, and has an easy ‘access to the Jamuna river. 
47. ‘The same paper writes as follows :— i 
<r Bc \ In spite of the Government’s ‘assurance that ite 
BP nay sng of Pacea inthe officials will not interfere in the matter of pre- 


senting addresses to the Viccroy, the Magistrate of 


Dacca has against the wishes of the people of the district inserted an approval 
of the teritorial redistribution scheme in the District Board’s address to His 
Excellency, and has even refused to allow those eight members of the Board 
who have since resigned to be present at the presentation of the address of 
the People’s Association. Tyranny can go no farther, and we would ask both 
the. Viceroy and the Lieutenant-(iovernor to take note of this Magistrate's 
conduct, _Qut of the seven members of the Address Committee, four opposed 
the insertion of any reference to, much less of any approval of, the territorial 
redist ribution question, and we ask whether, in rat Mes to accede to their views, 
the Magistrate-Chairman has not been guilty of violating the orders of Govern; 
ment, and if so, what punishment will be inflicted on him? | 


48, Referring to the Viceroy’s speech‘ at Chittagong the same ‘paper 


© 


{ : ae 
The Viceroy’s Chittagong speech, writes :— | 


Crary Mrare. 


CHaru Migr 


CHARU MIAIR. 
{ 


CHagv Miais, 


\ 


Cuarnv MIBIB. 


We are alarmed at Lord Curzon’s. speech. . 


Though professing, to have an open mind, His Excellency betrays his, bias 
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_ and the public have said on it. 
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throughout that speech, While summari!y dismissing Sir Henry Cotton’s y; 
on the ground that he expressed them as a Bengal official, the Viceroy jy ym 
hesitate to quote with approval the opinions of Sir James Bourdillon. The 
keeping back from the public the views of Sir John Woodburn, Sir James 
Bourdillon, Sir William Ward, and Mr. Fuller, and at the same time taxing the 
newspapers. for their silence about these opinions, are not worthy of Lord 
Curzon. We are sorry at the inconsistency of the first pcrtion: of his speech, in 
which he says— 

“ Until the Government of India has received the opinion of the Local Government 
atid of its officers, which we have not yet done, we are not in a position to make up our mind 


finally on the subject, and I trust? not be regarded therefore as committing myeelf one way 
or the other.” bss 


with the concluding portion, in which he says— 


__ The same viow as to the desirability of the transfer was held both by the late Sir John 
Woodburn and by Sir James Bonrdillon. It is shared by Mr. Fuller, the present Chief Com- 
missioner of Assam, ani by many of the most experienced Benge] officers whom 1 have met 
It is eurely absurd to suppose that these officers, the majority of them Uengal men, would 
have committed themselves to any proposal that would be injurious to the interests of the 
province or the people, among whom they had spent so much and, in some cases, the whols 
of their official lives.’’ | | : 
49. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 18th February reports eight protest 

a i against the proposed territorial redistri- 

ution. , ; 
50. A correspondent of the same paper says that it has recently been 
ruled that the Boiler Commission can, after having 
a boiler inspected by a Boiler Inspector, declare it 
unfit for work temporarily or permanently. Thus a large power kas been 
vested in Boiler Inspectors. Even now they extort bribes from fudhials at a 
fixed rate. ‘The investment of the new power will have the effect of greatly 
increasing this extortion. It will be practically impossible to complain to the 
Commission in Calcutta against Boiler Inspectors. The Indian Mining Associa- 


Protest meetings. 


_ Boiler Inspectors. 


tion should bestir itself in the matter. : 


51. The Jyott [Chittagong] of the 18th February is afraid that the 

ee tenor of the Viceroy’s speech at Chittagong has 
The Viceroy’s speech at Chitta- only served to intensify popular alarm instead of 
~— allaying it, and says that the only hope of the 
people lies in the admissicn made by His Excellency that some of the argu- 
ments are weighty and will be considered. : 


52. The Mahima [Calcutta] of the 19th February expresses disappoint- 
. | ment at the Viceroy’s speech at Chittagong on the 
Lord = Curaon's Chittagong partition question. Referring to His Excellency’s 
speech. ° : de : 
advice to the Chittagong Association to discuss the 
question in an impartial spirit, the writer asks if he himself has been able to do 
that. Does his summary dismissal of the opinions of Sir Henry Cotton and 
Sir Charles Stevens, prove that he has impartially approached the question ? 
The ground on which he has dismissed Sir Henry’s views, namely, that of his 
having been a Bengal officer, applies as well to Sir James Bourdillon’s case; but 
the opinion of the latter has been relied upon, evidently because it advocates the 
Viceroy’s views. If Lord Curzon has become omniscient after five years 
residence in the country, it may be safely assumed that Sir Henry Cotton 
acquired at least some knowledge of Assam and Bengal by growing grey 12 
their service. It would have been much better if, instead of discussing the 
personal merits of individuals, the Viceroy had dealt with their ments. 
53. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 19th February writes as follows :— 
We have nothing to say if Government has 
e up its mind to divide Bengal for the ager 
of serving some secret policy or object of 1 
own ; but otherwise, it is our earnest prayer to Government that it should 
decide the question only after carefully considering all that the newspaper 


The territorial redistributien ... 
question. ee mad 


54, The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 19th Febru writes as follows — 
id scuiaiedl Gemibes ’ Itis hoped that Lord. Curzon’s views on the 
jed transfer. transfer question will undetgo a change when His 


\ 
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Excellency has seen the real state of things with his own eyes, and that he will 
fully realise the risk which the Bengalis run of being weakened by 
the proposed partition. But our hopes are turned into fears when we consider 
our bad luck and the revolutionising tendency of the authorities. We fear lest 
the ruler, who is going to pass the Official Secrets Bill and the Universities Bill 
‘n the teeth of universal opposition, should have made up his mind to make 
the partition, because in that case the cries of the weak Bengali subjects would 
be as ineffectual as a cry in the wilderness. 

The proposal of separating East Bengal from West Bengal cannot be 
supported from any point of view. Government has tried to support it on the 
plea of good administration, but a little consideration will show how worthless 
this plea is. The present population of Bengal is nearly 7 crores and 80 lakhs 
and is ruled by 9 Divisional Commissioners. If the proposed transfer is 
effected, the population will be reduced to 6 crores and 70 lakhs and the 
number of Divisional Commissioners to 6. We are unable to comprehend how 
6 Divisional Commissioners will be able to govern 6 crores and 70 lakhs of 
people, when 9 Divisional Commissioners are feeling the burden of governing 
17 crores and 80 lakhs too heavy for them. Would the summum bonum in the 
work of administration be attained if the Lieutenant-Governor were able to 
visit the mufassal twice or thrice every year? Is this then the product of the 
fertilo brain of Lord Curzon? Under the proposed arrangement the work of 
the Orissa Commissioner would be doubled. Would that make the G. admi- 
nistration of the Orissa Division more efficient?  __ 

Is the territorial smallness of Assam the cause of the proposed transfer? 


Assam is larger than England in size and its population is larger than that of 


Canada and double of that of Australia. Can such a province be too small 
for one provincial ruler? Asa matter of fact, Government's chief object is 
to improve the financial condition of Assam. But is it fair, just, xnd equitable 


to do that at the cost of Bengal? Railway and steamer communications have 


made East Rengal very easy of access, and thus made it possible for the 


Lieutenant Governor to visit 1t twice or thrice every year. If all this cannot 


ensure good government, we don’t know what else can. 


It should also be seen whether it would be at all right and feasible to make 


Chittagong the capital of Assam. That town is not known to be very healthy 
and, moreover, it is subject to various Providential: visitations, suchas deluge, 
tempest, etc. Have the authorities forgotten the fearful calamity of 1897? 
Again, does the Government think that the cost of making Chittagong the 
capital of Assam would be small? We really regret the revolutionising 


propensity of Lord Curzon. We hailed the extension of His Excellency’s term: 
of office with glee, but his public acts have grieved us. And now we pra you, ° 


O Lord Curzon, with joined hands, do not wound the feelings of Bengalis. It 
is Our misfortune that your geographical researches and your reforms are 
going wrong in cur case, and we have been frightened by them. Pray, be 


—_—- to your poor weak subjects and remove their fears. , 


the Viceroy. te Sadremes 0 the public bodies within their juriedictions against 


_ saying anything about the dismemberment question 

in their addresses to the Viceroy. But does His Honour think that the manner 

in which the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division and the Magistrate of 

the Dacca district interfered in the matter of presenting such addresses, was 

right? If not, can it be expected that steps will be taken to bring those 
officers to their senses? 

56. The same paper pe er _ Eoeeen, Oe Superintendent. of the 

: office of the Board of Revenue, commits great 

Board of pinee: of the offles of the oppressions on his subordinates aud persecutes them 


in various ways. He disregards all principles of | 


justice, ignores Government orders and suppresses those of his official superiors, 
all for the purpose of harassing and persecuting the poor clerks under him. 
The following order was all along in force in the Rowana Section of the Salt 
Department:— —_ 5 es | oe 

_ Balt merchants are hereby informed that no application for Rowans' will be received 
on Saturday after 1 p.m. and that Rowana will be delivered to them on Satardays after 
2 P.M. and on other days after 4 r.a. a es ee | 


\ : | ees 


are glad, says the same paper, that the assurance given by the. 
ow: Lieutenant-Governor falsifies the report that some 
Oficial interference in :the of the District Magistrates in East Bengal warned. 
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“They are also informed that after 1-30 p.m. on Saturdays ani after 4-30 r.u. on other- 
days no Rowana will be received for examination of delivery endorsement, nor any application 


for exchange on Special Rowana. | 
“(@p.) B. Bert, 


“ Secretary, Board of Revenue.” 
“ The 7th November 1899. 


- In spite of such an express order Mr. Yakchee signs rowanas up till 6 p.y. 
To punish clerks for late attendance appears to be one of the chief duties 
of Mr. Yakchee. Of course, the Office Manual provides for punishment in cages 
of such irregularity, and it is also just that men should be punished for habitual 
lateness; but it is necessary that the man to whom the management of the 
office is entrusted, should dispose of such cases with jus‘ice and impartiality. 
Mr. Yakchee, however, lacks those good qualities, and_his partiality often gives 
rise to animosity and discontent among his subordinates, 

Hard is the lot of the copyists under Mr. Yakchee. Every year at the 
time of giving increments of salary he records some remarks against every one 
of them ; but he does not do so in the cases of other officers under him. ‘This 

rtiality is sometimes noticed by the Secretaries, who ask for his opinion in 
the latter cases also. But generally the Superintendent’s will prevails and the 
pour oy ba weep in silence. Mr. Yakchee has issued an order in which he 
says, “ None of the examiners and copyists is to leave office without my permis- 
sion.” Under this order he makes the copyists work extra from 4-30 P.M, to 
5-30 p.m. every Saturday. Is not this a great zulum ? , 

In page 60, paragraph 5, Chapter 5 of the Office Manual, it is stated that 
*‘ Increments to salary are given in recognition of regularity of attendance.” 
There is no mention of lateness of attendance in this rule. But Mr. Yakchee 
applies it to cases of lateness also. Here also his conduct is marked by gross 
partiality, because while some of his favourite clerks, who regularly come late, 
are never punished, other clerks are punished even for occasional lateness. 
The attendance register of every section goes to the Superiatendent at 

10-30 a.m., but that of the Opium Sale Section goes at 10-45 a.m. Why this 
privilege to the clerks of the latter section? 

57. The Mihir-c-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 19th February publishes the 
following correspondence under the heading, ‘‘ The 
outcry on the proposed dismemberment of Bengal: 
The duty of Musalmans” :— 


The sensation has turned the heads of a few educated, half-educated, and 
uneducated Musalmans also. ‘iheir excitement is, however, transient and 
ineffectual. | 

Politics is no child’s play. Every one in Bengal is a prlitician and an 
orator. 

We do not know what sort of a practice it is to make every measure of — 
the Government the subject of an agitation. In no civilised country 18 4 
measure dagitated against on the supposed ground that the whole of it 18 
unjust an injurious. We have only Fae to abuse the privilege, which is the 
glory of British rule. We do not know how to enjoy that great privil ge. 

The happy | is. Panag which has been made by Lord Curzon, bespeaks 
very deep consideration and a vast knowledge of political science. Before 
criticising it, people ought to have grasped its meaning fully. It is, however, 
a happy thing that those who are the true leaders of the Musalman community 

and who really care for its welfare have not as yet joined this useless outcry. 
We request the well-wishers of the commun:ty to beware even now and see 
that the Government’s proposal is calculated to do us great good. , 
The population of. Bengal is about 78 lakhs, of which 47 lakhs are Hindus 
and 28 lakhs Musalmans. ‘The population of the new- province would be 33 
lakhs—6 lakhs being Assamese and 27 lakhs being inhabitants of Dacca, 
_Mymensingh, Chittagong, Backergunge, Faridpur, Pabna, etc. Of this pc pula- 
tion, nearly 22 lakhs will be Musalmans and not more than 5 lakhs Hindus. 
This shows that the new province will be a Musalman province. Its government 
will be guided according tu the wants and grievances of the Musalmans. None 
can deny that special arrangements are necessary for the special education of 
Musalmans. It is not for want of brains that we are less advanced than the 
Hindus, History gives evidence of our great mental powers. The British 
Government is aware of tlie circumstances. which have brought about our 
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degeneration, The Hindus say: that ‘a union betwee 
is the only means of. Indi ’8 regeneration, fie Wow dea rol ‘ih os sthealh 
be aly eens “Sli Meguisteastverywies tae Medak tas tak 
by the Hindus. Can the latter, whose rites and customs va wil " ; 
among themselves, be united with a great ‘nation, whose wuidin med : ites 
equality and who adore one God? It is hoped that no leminen will be P 
victim to this delusion of unity, Before desiring to be united 7 sh ld 
— re we have mh fit for the union. rhe 
t wou e no exaggeration to say that at. ; 
lace in the government ral the ator At sal oa. yng rnd 
five Deputy Magistrates-is a Musalman. But in the new province Gonewn at 
must have four of them as Musalmans, At present there is only one Mudaketan 
Judge, namely, Mr..Amir Ali, in the Calcutta High Court. In the new province 
Messrs. Yusuf, Abdur Rahim, and Samsul Huda will surely be made ‘Hon’tie 
Judges. Better arrangements would be made for the education of Musalmans 
A few months ago, a certain well-wisher of the Musalman community pro sed 7 : 
the establishment of a Muhammadan institution at Dacca similar to that which te 
exists at Aligarh. But our community cannot boast of a Sir Syed Ahmed Ve 
nor even of & miniature of him. Government has, however, acquired a lar a 4 
tract of land for giving to the Dacca College the ‘air and importance of the ie 
Aligarh College. At present only Rams and Syams rule tho Education (oS 
Depesienent, but. :n the new province their places will be taken by Rahims and i 
We have lived under Bengali Collectors. But we want Divisional Comi a) 
sioners like Mr, Savage, Directors o ic Lh ion lil algeria | 
—— like Mesars. Fischer He Bell, ee ener: 
So far as we know, Government is inspired by a noble desire to benefit 
the Hindus and Musalmans by the pr : y - a 
obj + = rape apg ap. a _— - - —_— said 
Those who see the present Governm i , . 
bad intentions to it are cowards and Pio alta No ( deal spay poh yon 
live by trying to do wrong to the people. The system of British gov ar 
is unparallelled on earth. A system of government im sever with th 
advancement of its subjects. It took many years to pass the R Bog Bill % 
England. The insignificant Bengali desires to ascend the sky at pot bes d o 
As for the opinions cf Sir Henry Cotton and the Hon'ble High C mn t, it 
may be said that the objections raised by them are not a licabl ‘oe th 
present case. The system of government obtaining in ape ssw’ Sinn 
must be commensurate with its requirements Even bef rn ak oC. 
that Burma is changin every day. No one has the ar S doh ys af 
iy just privileges of the great kingdom of which we are the subjects “the 
we me hae © ) 
British Lion will pamchind "eeand “ke ala f at: agg that day the a) 
—— ent rests on justice and religion ae eer a 
: ai Bangavast aloha] of the 20th February writes as follows:— —— Baxesvasr, . 
a gorguniaation of the Registra. a e Progen of fixing Si the Sub-Registrars "Feb. 20th, 1904. 
. of salaries varyin ~ Rs, to 125, 
present, will not prove ae of paying them Re ie dice at 
more. the Sub-Ragistrare have fds 2 J poe chile a ee Ney sere 
and Government should see that no injustice ; ¥ ag eggs ution $0. persons 
be a niggerdlin ees with regard to heie —. one to them. There should 
- The same paper writes as follows in the course of its comments on = Banaavas, 
site speech at Chitta- the Yaoernest speech at Chittagong :— Ee 
fiom *eerding the partition qtles- re andl gil a oe 9 ponents 
. | ade by the Viceroy to the eifect 
the consequences of the ie ang and violent statements about motive and 
for ouracives }; the proposals, will not serve any useful purpose. We 
ves have piteously and respectful ressed our feelin; 
apprehensions, and discussed the subj ft i sceabing’ oe Seminge ene 
loss to make out why such ject in cautious words, and we are at a 
summary dismiagal'”- rir @ procedure should be condemned as violent, The 
been Chief Coanttioddane r reid Cotton’s views on the ground that he had 
| ssam for only two months at the time when he 
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wrote them is unreasonable, because his arguments lose none of their force 
for his being either in Ceylon or London. The arguments advanced b 
Mr. Risley on behalf of the proposal are being successfally parried. rtd 
Charles Stevens is said to have supported the scheme when he was a Member 
of the Board of Revenue. Let the public have the full text of his opinions 
both as Lieutenant-Governor and as a Member of the Board, and they will he 
able to judge for themselves which is the weightier one. The Viceroy says 
that it is absurd to suppose that Sir John Woodburn, Sir James Bourdillon 
Mr. Fuller and many other experienced al Civilians, who have spent their 
official lives in this country, would support the measure if it were detrimental 
to the country’s interest. Without answering this we altogether deny that an 
alien official can understand the interests of the country in connexion with the 
roposed partition better than Maharaja Suryakanta, Maharaja Jatindra 
ohan, Roy Sitanath Roy Bahadur and other leaders of the community, born 
and nourished in the country. Why isnot the protest of the High Court 
referred to by His Excellency? However that may be, we have still some 
hope, because Lord Curzon has assured us that he will carefully consider every 
representation on the subject. | : 


60. The same paper writes as follows:— “ben 
The attempt on the part of the Government 


The pro ilgrim tax at fo curtail the rights of the Mahant of the Budh- 
wl oe Gaya Temple and to levy a pilgrim tax at Puri, 


: has been opposed by a meeting of the Sanyasis 
belonging to ten different schools, held at Benares. They say that the cur- 
tailment of the Mahani’s powers and the imposition of a tax on Puri pilgrims 
would constitute a serious interference with the Hindu religion and make it 
impossible for many 4 poor Sanyast to visit Puri. They also say that their 
views on the matter are shared by the whole of the Sanyast community in India. 
It is hoped that Government will not interfere with the religion of the Hindus 
and do anything arbitrary in the matter. 

61. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 20th February says:— _ 
Mr. Savage in the address ques- If the statement be true that Mr. Savage, the 
tion. — | Commissioner of Dacca prevented the eight 
resigning members of the District Board from taking any part in the presenta- | 
tion of an address from the Dacca People’s Association, the action must be 
characterised as undignified and as unbecoming of a high dignitary of the 
position of Lord Curzon; for it cannot be denied that he was more or less 


cognisant of the matter. If it is really the desire of the Government to amal- 


gamate East Bengal with Assam, that desire cannot remain unfulfilled. When 
the all-powerful Government can carry any measure through, it is tues 
unnecessary for it to have recourse to subterfuges, instead of directly declaring 
its intentions, thereby saving us the unpleasant duty of critising actions like 
that of the Dacca Commissioner. The avowed object of Lord Curzon’s tour 
in East Bengal was to consider the advisability of the proposed transfer in 
the light of the popular opinion, but the action of Mr. ta clearly shows 
that its real object was to select a site for the Government House at Dacca, 
and to enjoy the pleasures of punting in the Nawab’s company. 

- 62. Referring to the placing of inscriptions on houses of famous persons, 
an the Ratnakar [Asansol) of the 20th February 
biaeription plates on houses of agks—-Why hasan exception been made in the case of 
eae the houses inhabited by Michael Madhu Sudan 

and Babu Bhudeb Mukerji? 
63. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 21st February veperte six protest 
vce | meetings against the territorial redistribution pro- 

Protest meetings, posals, | | | 


\  TIL.—-Leerstatroy. 


64, Referring to the enactment f the Bengal Sottied Reale ogee 
| Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 18th Februar) 
Bill” come Yor a that those somnfedatd who will avail themselves of 
: oe this legislation, will become the slaves of 
' + . Government, . | 


\ 
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65. The Bangavass [Selenite] of the 20th February writes as Begs ng 
ollows:— 

— rapes: sears _. The provision that in prosecutions in case of 
_ publication of non-military news, the offence should 
be hailable and non-cognisable is the best of a bad bargain. There is no esca 
‘n the case of publication of news, which may be injurious to Government, asalso _ 
of news relating to its fiscal matters in connection with Native States. There lies 
the trouble. it would be difficult for the public to determine what would be 
beneficial or otherwise, and this would hamper free criticism. The definition of 
(‘civil news” has been made still more alarming. Many are disappointed at 
the result, We are of opinion that if the Government does not discern its true 
interest in keeping the right of free discussion of public measures intact, there is 
no use in further agitation. We should attribute all to our bad luck. 


V.—Prospects oF THE Crops AND ConpDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


66. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 16th February reports the soaowas saxsrvas, 
prevalence of severe scarcity in thirteen villages Feb. ret, 1904. 
| adjacent to, and within the jurisdiction of Cutwa, 
as well as in the villages of Sirampur, Ramchandrapur, and Kesabpur under the 
Rayna police-station and in some other villages under the Galsi police-station 
in the Burdwan district. , ! : 
67. The Paliwasi [Kalna] of the 17th February publishes the following  _Pasurvasr, 


letter oo Feb. 16th, 1904, 


Scarcity in the Burdwan district. 


faay = a Owing to failure of crops, there is scarcity. of 
Birbhum district and the Cu'w® food among the middle and the lower classes in - 


- Ramnagar, Daranda, and Chella villages within the 
jurisdiction of the Bolpur police-station. The poor do not get employment and 
many are leaving for Assam. There is also absence of good drinking- 
water. : 2 ee | 
There is an increase in thé namber of thefts of paddy, due, no doubt, to 
scarcity of food. In some places men have even deserted thoir wives and 
children and the aspect of affairs is getting increasingly gloomy. Prices, are 
going up. The radi crop is not promising and the traders are alarmed at the 
prospect. | ) j oo aa | : 
68. A correspondent of the Ratnakar | Asansol}.of the 20th February a 
Scarcity in the Burdwan district. TePOrts failure of crops, and consequent scarcity of sce 
: food, in the Arjuri — and its neighbourhood, 
and suggests that the construction of the much-needed road to Mankar station ~ 
_ now be taken up and thereby employment given to the suffering 
apourers., : \ | : sca 


\ 


Cee Uriya Papers. : 
69. The Utkaldipika ec cigne of the 13th February states that the Oss. 


The health of Cuttack town. ealth of the Cuttack town is good. ee 
70. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper has every reason to ho Utmatprema. 
The mango crop in the Jajpar fora good mango, crop in that subdivision of the 
subdivision. Cuttack district. ; bis | 
. 71. The same paper reports that a terrible fire broke outin the Puri U™*"™*- 
| town, reducing thousands of houses to ashes and 
A fire in Puri town. rendering large numbers of men and women home- 


less and helpless at the same time. 


72. The same paper argues that the cost of the Tibet Mission should be  vrxaowm. 
The cost of the Tibet Mission. borne by the United Kingdom and India in the pro- _ 


3 portion of their respective interests, and that India ! 
should not be asked to bear the entire cost in say wey. 


73. Referring to the King-Emperor’s opening speech in the British °°7"™ 


The ¢ y, Parliament, the same paper regrets that His 

: = “— ” paren Majesty made little or no aiiton Sf India. The 
Writer 18 of opinion that the Indian Empire should invariably find a prominent 
place in such speeches. ae 
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74. Referring to the Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition ‘that is'to tak, 

: es poe at Angul on the 18th instant, the same paper 

ies, Sneming Industrial Exhibi ‘hopes that though the exhibits are limited to the 

Orissa Tributary States, the exhibition will 

encou the agricultural and industrial }in those States to improve 
the products of their labour by a careful study of the specimens exhibited, 

75. The Uriya and Horyge ge [Balasore] of the 10th February states 

Pore at cholera is raging in a tof the Bal] 
Sera | eae Ole Neyabausy, and that Mr. Egerton, the 
Chairman of that Municipality, is trying his best to stamp it out. — : 

76. All the native papers of Orissa are sorry to notice the death of 

| Samanta Padmalabh Narayan Deb, a brother of 
ett Nacevan Deb nts Zedme- the Raja of Parlakhemidi, who had made himself 

yan Deb mourned. ; ‘ j rapa 
useful to the Uriya community by his patriotism 
and disinterested services. lee 

77. <All the native papers of Orissa give a more or less copious account 

of the Russo-Japanese war, and their writings shew 
that they are inclined to sympathise with Japan, 
78. Referring to the territorial redistribution question, the Utkaldipike 
Cuttack] of the 13th February publishes a long 
etter which Mr. M. 8. Das, 0.1.E., wrote to the 
, Revd. George Howells, advocating the union of 
the Uriya-speaking districts under the Bengal Government and pointing out 
the misguided zeal of the missionary gentleman, who going out of his own 
ore of action had sided with a wrong cause by making the bold assertion 
that Orissa will improve and prosper under the Central Provinces Administra- 
tion, and that there are many natives of Orissa who prefer the administration 
of a Chief Commissioner to that of a Lieutenant-Governor. 

79. The Urtya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 10th February and 
the Samvad Vahika [ Balasore} of the 11th February 
are reticent and seem to acquiesce in the proposal 
made by the India Government, namely, the 
transfer of united Orissa to Bengal. They do not seem to encourage a division 
of opinion, and advise renunciation of all discussion on the subject. 


The Russo-Japanese War. 


Mr. M. 8. Das on the territorial 
redistribution question. 


The territorial redistribution 
question. : 


80. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 13th February notices in a short 

as "article the disinterested labours of Miss Das, the 

y a ee Conference adopted daughter of Mr. M.S. Das, c.1.£., who is 

organising an association of young Uriyas to be 

styled ‘“ Utkal Union Conference Volunteers’ Club” with a view to make the 

next Conference more successful. The rules and regulations of the Club will be 
made known hereafter. | | 7 


ASssaAM PAPERS. 


81. The Silchar [Silchar } " oth February has the sage den i 
me e know full well that after forming an un- 
The territorial redistribution. —_—siterable resolution to effect the proposed transfer, 
Lord Curzon, Sir Andrew Fraser, and Mr. Risley have now come forward to 
offer words of consolation to the people. Our advice is, they should be 
prepared to accept the inevitable, and only pray for such modifications of the 
transfer proposal as may prove suitable to them as well as to the Government. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


, Bengals Translator. 
Bengati TRansiator’s Orrior, \ 
The 27th February, 1904. 
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